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Minute s of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 19 January 2011 at 7.00pm for 
7.15.p.m. in the Victory Memorial Hall, Braithwaite.  

 
PRESENT 

Councillor J. W. Bennett – Chairman 
 

Councillors 
 

G. Davidson   Mrs. H.L.Davies  G. L. Davies        J.R Downie   
K.D. Hodgson (a)  R. Kealey  Mrs. J.M Shaw  
Mrs. P. Soulsby  Mrs. A Thoburn    
 

(a) Absent  
 

Also in attendance:- PC Nina Jones, Roy Henderson National Trust, Cumbria County 
Councillor Elizabeth Barraclough and, (in attendance for item 6 only), Tony Markley, 
Cumbria County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility for Highways.  
 
 
141/11-APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
RESOLVED that apologies for absence submitted from National Park Ranger, Val Edmondson, be 
received and noted. 
 
142/11-DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
There were no declarations. 
 
143/11 – MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8 DECEMBER 2010 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Above Derwent Parish Council held in the 
Victory Memorial, Braithwaite on 8 December 2010(pages 29-37), be confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
144/11-PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Three members of the public were present who wished to participate in Item 6.  The Chairman 
acknowledged their request and invited them to ask questions after Tony Markley had provided 
verbal information, (Item 6: Ward Representatives). 
 
 
145/11-POLICE ATTENDANCE 
PC Nina Jones 1330 attended and read out her written report, which she passed to the Clerk for 
Parish files.  The report outlined Police action in respect of the following: 
 
22/12/2010 - Missing person Deborah Pearson from Thornthwaite. 
22/12/2010 – Persons removing parts from a derelict caravan at Howe Lane. 
31/12/2010 – Theft of a wheelie bin. 
06/01/2011 – Landowner report in Thornthwaite re cycle tracks and ramps. 
08/01/2011 – Motorbike rider on Barrow Fell.  
10/01/2011 – Theft of a horse box. 
Road traffic accidents which occurred over the Christmas and New Year period. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Constable for attending and providing her report; PC Jones left the 
meeting at this point. 
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146/11– WARD REPRESENTATIVE – COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
RESOLVED that the following requests and information from County Councillor Elizabeth 
Barraclough, be received and noted:- 
 

1. Councillor Barraclough confirmed that Tony Markley had accepted the invitation to the 
meeting and would arrive for 7.30pm 
 

2. Councillor Barraclough provided the following information in respect of the County Council’s 
budget considerations: 
 

o Re-On street parking, Councillor Barraclough considers this may change from disc 
parking to paid parking. 

o The grant that the County Council receives for road safety is not longer available; 
this may mean that the use of road safety camera teams in the area will cease. 
Councillor Barraclough expressed a view that an increase in the use of speed 
indicators could be effective in encouraging drivers to reduce speed. 

o There are expected to be cuts in the county’s big cost areas, e.g. Children’s 
Services and Provision for the elderly. 
 

Tony Markley: 
Tony Markley, Cumbria County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility for Highways 
arrived at 7.30pm.  
 
Councillor Barraclough outlined the concerns of Above Derwent Parish residents in respect 
of the unreliability of buses travelling through the villages and with regards to the roads not 
having been gritted, in particular the bus routes. 
 
Councillor Kealey advised that the problem had been continuous for a period of four weeks 
recently, effecting daily life as buses did not travel through the villages, thus leaving people 
without a service. Specific reference was made to the X5 bus service.  Tony Markley 
advised that bus drivers will not drive on roads that might be dangerously slippery.  He went 
on to advise that the County has 750km of roads to consider; each road is allocated a 
priority level:- 

Priority levels 1 (trunk roads etc) and 2 (main access roads) are gritted so as to 
keep them open all year; gritting takes place in daylight and darkness. 
Priority level 3 (side roads, private estates, etc) are only gritted in daylight hours and 
when other roads have received grit to ensure they keep open. 

 
Members of the public present relayed information about the state of the local roads and 
sought assurances that the Parish’s roads and bus service would receive Tony Markley’s 
attention. Particular points were raised in regards to the schedule of gritting in regards to 
the road to Whinlatter having been gritted, yet the school bus route in Thornthwaite having 
not been gritted.  Mr Markley was asked to review the Priority Level status of roads in 
Thornthwaite, Braithwaite and Portinscale to ensure resident access and safe conditions for 
buses.  
 
Mr Markley referred to the ‘Self Help Scheme’, whereby Highways’ staff made drops of 7 
tons of grit at points within Parishes and local people distributed the grit to keep side roads 
etc gritted. Members of the public present acknowledge the drops of grit service had been 
of value, but pointed out the road through Thornthwaite is two miles long and therefore is 
too much for residents to keep gritted on their own. Mr Markley advised that some Parishes 
paid someone with a suitable vehicle or tractor to spread the grit in the Parish. 
 
A member of the public asked for clarification as to the permitted areas of use to which the 
grit could be applied.  Mr Markley confirmed that it is for public places and not for private 
drives. 
 
 
 
 



40 

 

 
Mr Markley provided the following general information: 
- Grit and road salt is nationally in short supply 
- Cumbria County Council has sourced supplies from Northwich and Egypt 
- Cumbria County Council has to save £45million  
- Highways teams of workers will have specific areas to work in and look after, rather 

than being allocated work across the County 
- There will have to be more ‘self help’ in the Parishes 
- This year the Committee decided to spend the same amount as last year for the 

purchase of grit, i.e. £4.2million 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr Markley for attending and Mr Markley left the meeting at this 
point. 
 
Councillor Elizabeth Barraclough confirmed that Highways will fill grit bins if they know the 
locations and advised that she will work to ensure that, if Parishes buy grit bins, the 
Highways service will fill them. It was noted that each bin is allocated a serial number and is 
added to a County grit bin list. 
 
The Clerk was asked, when the new grit bin has been purchased, to contact Highways to 
ensure a serial number is allocated and that the bin will be filled.  
 

147/11 – WARD REPRESENTATIVE – BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 
Councillor Tim Heslop was not present and no requests or information had been received. 
 

148/11 – NATIONAL PARK REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
A written report had been supplied by Val Edmondson as she had been unable to attend this 
meeting; this was read out by the Chairman and is outlined below: 
RESOLVED that the following requests to and information from National Park representative, 
 Val Edmondson, be received and noted:- 
 

1. Work is progressing well on the washed out bridleway between Hall Garth and Whinlatter.  
There are some issues with limiting vehicle access because there is some private access 
which cannot be obstructed. Once the work is completed, monitoring of the site will take 
place with regards to traffic use. 
 

2. A geomorphological expert, being a specialist in rivers, is due to visit the Little Braithwaite 
site on the 20 January 2011 to assess the damage and offer an opinion as to the best way 
forward regarding the badly eroded river bank and the missing path. 
 

3. Contractors have commenced the repair of the bridge at Low House, Newlands. 
 
Councillor Richard Kealey brought to the attention of the meeting the future governance of the 
National Park Authority. 
 
149/11– NATIONAL TRUST REPORT 
RESOLVED that the following requests to and information from National Trust representative, 
 Roy Henderson, be received and noted:- 
 

1. With regards to drainage work required in Braithwaite as outlined at a previous meeting, 
consideration is being given to introducing a ditch across the common for diverting water; 
an archaeologist is to look at the area. Consideration is being given to providing a new ditch 
from Mill Race to the river. 
 

2. Trees had been felled on Braithwaite Common as agreed at a previous meeting and at site 
meetings. 
 

3. Roy Henderson conveyed the opinion of tree specialist, Maurice Pankhurst of the National 
Trust, following his checking on tree ring markings on Braithwaite Common. 
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150/11FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
a) – BANK BALANCES 
RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank at 1 January be noted:- 

Business Money Manager Account:   Nov £9203.22  
Community Account:     Nov  £ 221.50  

 
b) – PAYMENT TO INFORMATION COMMISSION 
RESOLVED that a payment of £35.00 be made for registration of the Council for Data Protection 
with the Information Commission. 
 
c) – GRASS CUTTING QUOTATION 
RESOLVED that the contractor be contacted in order to review the schedule of grass cutting to 
enable the verges at the turn off from the A66 to be cut within the overall existing contract cost. 
 
d)– SCHEDULE OF CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
RESOLVED that the following accounts be approved for payment:- 

  
          To approve payments detailed below:- 

To whom 
payable 

V.N. No. Cheque No. Budget Head/Description Amount 

Information 
Commissioner 

P033 100887 Subscriptions: (Registration re- data 
protection) 

£35.00 

Veronica Wood P034 100888 Expenses (analysis circulated 
separately) 

£96.64 

Derwent 7  P036 100890 Subscription £50.00 

Veronica Wood P037 100891 Quarterly pay claim-Oct-Dec (details 
circulated separately) 

£535.14 

KCS Ltd P038 100892 Black printer cartridge £26.25 

     

   SUBTOTAL £743.03 

     

Solway 
Recycling 

P039 100893 Grant towards the purchase of a new 
public seat in Portinscale. 

£200.00 

   TOTAL £943.03 

 
e) – PAYMENT OF GRANT  
At a previous meeting, the payment of a grant of £200.00 towards the cost of a new public seat in 
Portinscale was approved. A copy of the costing breakdown of the seat, from Mr Doug Lowther, 
showing the payment arrangements, was received by the Clerk after the agenda had been 
circulated.  
RESOLVED that a payment of £200.00 be made payable to Solway Recycling and be sent to Mr 
Lowther.  The reference details are shown in the above grid. 

 

 
VILLAGE MATTERS 

 

COMBINED CONSIDERATIONS 
 
151/11 –    PURCHASE AND LOCATION OF A GRIT BIN FOR THE PARISH 
RESOLVED that the following information be received and noted:- 
 

a) It was agreed that the first purchase of new grit bins in the Parish would be located 
discretely in the area of Dorothy Well in Portinscale, Councillor Davidson confirmed the 
prices of grit bins which had been recommended by Cumbria Highways.   The cost for the 
size suited to the location is £167.20 plus VAT.  The Council confirmed the preferred colour 
be green.  The Clerk is to order a bin. 

b) Councillor Barraclough had provided information on the filling of grit bins earlier in the 
meeting.  The Clerk also advised the outcome of a conversation with Cumbria Highways, 
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which is the same as was earlier stated by Councillor Barraclough.  The refilling of bins can 
also be reported, on need, to the Highways Hotline. 
 

 
 

152/11 –    WHINLATTER ROADSIDE PARKING 
RESOLVED that the following information be received and noted:- 
 
Following discussion about the difficulties caused by vehicles being parked on the roadside in the 
area, the Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting between Above Derwent Parish Council 
representatives, Andrew Jones of the Forestry Commission, Andrew Butler of Cumbria Highways 
and representatives of Lorton Parish Council.  Suggestions for discussion include: 

a) Reverting Ravelin Moss car park to free parking. 
b) Opening up forest roads for parking. 
c) Offering special rates for local people; or perhaps issue local passes.  

 
 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

  
153/11 – BRAITHWAITE  
RESOLVED that the following information be received and noted:  
 

1. Councillor Soulsby passed to the Council, a letter which had been received from the family 
of deceased relatives, Louie and Cecil Jarman, in which the family confirms that they will be 
responsible for the upkeep of the memorial seat.  The family members are in discussion 
with some Braithwaite residents with regards to obtaining permission for the location of the 
seat. 
 

 
154/11 – PORTINSCALE  
RESOLVED that the following information be received and noted and the following actions will be 
taken: 
 

1. Residents of a property located behind the Farmer’s Arms in Portinscale have commented 
to a Counciller that there are times when it is difficult to drive their vehicles from their 
parking place due to vehicles parked by the public house.  The Council considered that 
there isn’t a formal solution to this difficulty at this time. 

2. Councillors asked if it was known what is happening in Portinscale where drilling is taking 
place. One Councillor asked if the work was the undertaking of flood relief measures. The 
Chairman recounted the efforts he had made to contact the owner, who is based abroad; 
he will keep trying to contact him.  In response to the question as to whether or not the 
Council had received prior notification of this drilling activity; the Clerk confirmed that 
nothing had been seen since her commencement in her role on 1 October 2010. 

 
 

 
155/11 – THORNTHWAITE –  
No separate matters submitted 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
CLERK’S REPORT (previously circulated) 
156/11 -RESOLVED that the following information be received, noted and actioned:- 
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1. Clerk resignation and next steps 

 
Prior to progressing through the report, the Chairman read out a letter of resignation from the 
Clerk, Mrs Veronica Wood, dated 19 January 2011, which had been received prior to the 
meeting. 

 
Mrs Wood recounted that the current paid contract hours for the Above Derwent Parish Clerk 
are 5 hours per week and conveyed that, since the post was advertised in Summer 2010, the 
workload has increased.  Taking into consideration the Government’s move towards the 
devolving of responsibilities to Parishes, it is seen that the hours required for the Clerk to 
undertake the necessary duties will need to be increased. Mrs Wood advised that she has 
enjoyed the work, but does not wish to work the additional hours and therefore has tendered 
her resignation to enable to Council to recruit a new Clerk who is free to work the additional 
time.  Mrs Wood gave a month’s notice but advised that she is willing to continue undertaking 
the work of the Council until a new Clerk is in post. 
 

a) The Council accepted Mrs Wood’s resignation and her reasons for its submission. 
b) Some Council members commented that they had also recognised there was an 

increase in work for the Parish Council.  Discussion took place and Elizabeth 
Barraclough advised that there may be restrictions on hours/pay depending on the size 
of the Parish.  Discussion also covered the question of a need to increase the Precept 
to meet increased Clerk pay.  The Clerk was asked to establish the following: 

(i) Contact CALC to ask if it is permitted to directly contact previous other 
applicants for the role of Clerk from last summer. 

(ii) Contact CALC to establish any rules on the hours/pay bands dependant on 
the size of the Parish. 

(iii) Contact CALC to gain information regarding the position at this time of year 
with regards to any possible increase in the Precept being required for next 
year, 2011-2012. 

 
2. Secure location for Parish files 

 
Councillor Geoff Davies reported that he had asked the Chairman of the Committee of the 
Braithwaite Institute if consideration could be given to allocating space for the safe storage of 
two Parish filing cabinets.  Councillor Davies reported that approval had been given for this and 
that space will be allocated.  Councillor Richard Kealey further confirmed that the place would 
be safe and presentable.  The Clerk was asked about the frequency of access.  The Clerk 
confirmed that current files will remain with the Clerk and that it will only be archived material in 
storage, thus access need will be minimal.  Councillor Kealey was advised to liaise with 
Councillor Soulsby to establish the access required by the local history group members. The 
Committee for the hall have yet to consider any fee for the storage. 
 
  
3. Clerk actions in respect of registration with the Information Commission 

 
The registration number allocated to Above Derwent Parish is PZ2444034. 

 
The Clerk has completed the Security Statement and has undertaken to draft policies for 
Above Derwent Parish Council’s approval in respect of:- 

- a Security Policy 
- a Procedure for detecting and investigating breaches of security should they occur. 

 
     The Clerk will also prepare statements for carrying out the following:- 

- Taking steps to control physical security (see note below *) 
- Putting in place controls on access to information 
- Establishing a continuity plan 
- Training members on security systems and procedures 

 
4. Road repairs to roads in Braithwaite 
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The Clerk had made a request for pot holes to be attended to on the roads in Braithwaite, 
which was reported as having been actioned.  The Clerk was asked to put on record with the 
Highways Hotline team, the Council’s request for road resurfacing when weather permitted. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE, NOTICES AND PUBLICATIONS (previously circulated) 
157/11- RESOLVED that the following correspondence, notes and publications be received and 
noted and action agreed:- 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Citizens Advice Allerdale – request for a donation. 
Action:  Clerk to write to advise the Council has already allocated its grant monies for this financial 
year. 
 
Great North Air Ambulance – request for a donation. 
Action: Clerk to write to remind that a donation was made in this financial year and to advise that 
an allocation has been made for the next financial year 
 
LDNPA – Revised arrangements for the development management service- ‘Getting organised on 
the Ground – key contacts’.  Enclosed is a list of contacts and a map 
 
Note:  Councillor R Kealey advised that he had attended a meeting re the LDNPA structure and 
reported that it was proposed that there should be a reduction of LDNPA members from 22 to 17; a 
request had been made for more Parish representation. 
 
LOCALISM BILL – details from NALC 
 
CONSULTATIONS: 
 
Cumbria County Council – Launch of second phase of CCC public consultation on council 
priorities and budget options; responses by 31 January 2011 (letter and booklets not previously 
circulated) reminder letter.  An email was also received. 
 
NOTICES: 
 
NORTH – Invitation to Housing Leadership Conference 
 
Derwent 7 – notification of a software demonstration re Cumbria Alert – a communication tool for 
Cumbria, to be held 07/02/11 
 
Derwent 7 – notification from Elizabeth Barraclough of a meeting on 20/01/11, 6pm-8pm at 
Briathwaite Institute, regarding Managing Radio Active Waste Safely. 
 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
CALC – News Winter 2010 
 
CALC – feedback from meeting re DEFRA consultation re governance arrangements for LDNPA 
CALC – Information re Localism Bill 
 
Derwent 7 – minutes of Youth Forum meeting held 30/11/2010. 
 
WC-MRWS – information bulletin re radioactive waste safely partnership – also an email re a 
stakeholder workshop. 
 
CALC – general information email 
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APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 
158/11 - RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Lake District National 
Park Authority is advised of the Council’s observations as follows:- 
 

APPLICATION NO. 
        

7/2010/2326 2 The Ravine Proposed extension 

No Objections 
Thornthwaite Keswick 
CA12 5SE   

      

7/2010/2334 Scotgate Holiday Park Hard standing, siting and 

 No Objections 
Braithwaite Keswick 
CA12 5TF 

access for touring 
caravans  

    including hook-up 

      

7/2010/2320 Oak Lodge Portinscale 
Single storey extensions 
to 

 No Objections Keswick CA12 5RQ dwelling 

      

7/2010/2341 Pendower Portinscale 
Extension and 
alterations 

 No Objections Keswick CA12 5RW to existing dwelling 

      
 

   
 
159/11 – RESOLVED to ratify the observations conveyed to the Lake District National Park 
Authority on applications received since the last meeting. 
 
 

 7/2010/2316     

Braithwaite Bridges Camp 
Site Revised scheme following No Objections subject to the same   

Braithwaite Keswick CA12 
5TD approval for 7/2007/2277 

conditions being imposed as for 
2277 

  for extensions to amenity  
i.e.The development shall not be 
used 

  
building to provide 
improved 

for residential accommodation and 
the  

  facilities cafe/retail provision shall not be 

    
carried out otherwise than as 
ancillary 

    
use to Braithwaite Bridges Camp 
Site 

 

  

    160/11 – RESOLVED to receive and note the following determinations by the Lake District 
National Park Authority. 
 
 

PERMISSIONS 

 

7/2010/2250 

      

Threeways Braithwaite Extensions and alterations   

CA12 5RY revised scheme   

      
Continued.... 

7/2010/2267 
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LDNPA re field between  Construction of footbridge   

Scotgate Caravan Site and     

Little Braithwaite Farm     

      
 
 
 
REFUSALS 
 

7/2010/2222 

    LDNPA Reason for refusal 

Scotgate Holiday Park Use of land on existing  Visual impact and effect on  

Braithwaite Keswick CA12 
5TF 

camping site for the siting 
of camping space 

  8 accommodation pods   

  (phase 2)   
 

 
 

 161/11 -DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING – the next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
 2 March 2011 at 7.00p.m for 7.15p.m. in PORTINSCALE VILLAGE HALL 
 
The meeting will open at 7.00pm for the viewing of planning applications, followed by the formal 
business commencing at 7.15pm. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.45pm       Chairman 
         
          Date: 
 
 
COUNCILLOR MATTERS 

 
There were no further matters. 
 


