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Minute s of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th November 2014 
at 7.15.p.m. in the Braithwaite Institute.  

PRESENT:   Councillor Richard Kealey (RK) – Chairman 

 
Councillors: Don Thoburn (DT), Geoff Davidson, (GD), Geoff Davies (GLD) Joe Bennett, 

(JB) Bob Kemp (BK) Keith Harryman (KH) and Pauline Soulsby (PS). 
 
 

170 /14 Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive apologies from Councillors Helen Davies, Ken Rutland, 

Margaret Throp, and the reasons be noted and also from Hilary Hope (Allerdale 
Borough Councillor), Alan Bowness (Cumbria County Council) 

 

 

171 /14 Minutes of Meeting  
RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council Meetings held on 17th September 2014 Pages 19–23 and 15th October pages 
24-25. 

 

172 /14 Declarations of Interest 
 No declarations advised 

 

173 /14 Public Participation 
 The chairman welcomed three members of the public interested in the presentations from UU 
and Forestry Enterprises. 

 

174 /14 United Utilities work @ Braithwaite Reservoir 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Dawn Baglee and Matt Buckley of 
UU in relation to the proposed works to relieve problematic bursts & flooding from Braithwaite 

Reservoir: The work now has all the necessary approvals and consents and 280m of 6” pipe 

from the reservoir down towards the village will be lined with new 4” pipe. The work will start 
before the end of November and take up to 3 weeks. Local people will be advised by letter. 
There should not be any loss of pressure unless a problem occurs. Pedestrian access along 
the right of way will be maintained at all times and vehicular access to the land for most of the 
time and can be available by arrangement.  UU accepted that the serious burst earlier this 
year causing flooding in the village was from a section a pipe that is NOT being replaced at 
this time. They will continue to seek funding to replace more of the pipe and they recognise 
that there is a risk of another burst and when that happens, the cost of repairs/re-instatement 
will be their responsibility. Some Councillors felt this was a false economy. There is also the 
possibility of additional repair works being tied in with a larger capital project on the same pipe 
leading back from Keswick or as part of the new pipeline project. Dawn assured the meeting 
she is vigilant about the availability of funds to improve the infrastructure in this area. 
Councillor Soulsby wanted UU (and NT) to be aware that there had been some big 
contractors vehicles on the common over the area of the lower pipe and she feared that this 
may have interfered with its integrity and should be checked. 
It was recognised that the fact that the consents/approvals had been dealt with so quickly was 
a testament to good partnership working between various organisations (UU, NT, LDNPA, 
Natural England, Commoners etc) 

 

 

175 /14 Allerdale Borough Council recycling scheme 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Rob Kitchen (ABC) on intended trial 
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reusable 70litre hessian style sacks in place of purple bags. Councillors were enthusiastic 
about participation in the trial and voted unanimously in support. Rob Kitchen is due to attend 
Derwent 7 on 15th December with a view to encouraging the other local areas to welcome the 
project. In addition Rob advised that the green waste collections will be extended this year to 
include the first 2 weeks in December and the last 2 weeks in January. 2015/16 calendars are 
due to be delivered feb 2015. 
 

176 /14 Forestry Enterprises  
RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral update from Gareth Browning on FE works: the 
works requiring closures of the A66 are nearly complete. Local people were thanked for their 
patience. The Rights of way in the Wythop area will remain closed until at least March 
because of ongoing works into spring/summer 2015. The team will then move on to thinning in 
Whinlatter which is planned over 1-2 years.  In addition, larch up the Whinlatter road will be 
felled in January as a pre-emptive strike. For safety reasons, the road will be closed during the 
week for 3 weeks from 5th January. The replanting will be with trees that can help maintain the 
autumn colours. By managing the larch and reducing the amount of infect-able material, FE 
hope to stem the possible spread of Larch Disease. In addition, above Seldom Seen in 
Thornthwaite the lower band of mixed larch/broadleaf that is closest to properties will be felled 
asap, (with the higher dense larch forest being replaced with smaller, lighter trees as part of 
the planned long term works). As there is a power line through the area there needs to be 
close liaison with ENW to reduce the length of time of power cut offs/need for household 
generators. Gareth will keep in close contact with local people – it was recognised that the 
work will be noisy and there will be some inconvenience, but everyone welcomes the work. 
 

 

177 /14 National Trust Representative 
The chair welcomed Roy Henderson from the trust. RESOLVED that the meeting note: 
anything untoward on the common can be reported to Roy on 07818 682868; the debris on 
NT land on Howe Lane has been placed there by a local farmer and will be removed asap. 
Roy’s team will commence work shortly on potholes, drainage and some tree removal in the 
Coledale/Braithwaite area. Roy noted councillor’s ongoing concern about unregulated use of 
Stoneycroft Ghyll – local operators are aware of the idea of a code of conduct and the need to 
stay in the ghyll to preserve the surrounding area as much as possible, but NT management 
did not want the Code of Conduct to be published.  If events take place on NT land, people 
should apply for a licence and one of the conditions is that they remove all signing/rubbish etc. 

 

 

178 /14 National Park Representative 
No LDNPA representative present and nothing to report 

 

179 /14 Consultations/Projects requiring action or decision 
LDNPA Partnership Plan – (closing date 18/1/15) 
RESOLVED that the working group of councillors Kealey; Kemp; Soulsby & Throp will meet in 
early December with a view to giving preliminary consideration to a proposed response in time 
for the17th December meeting. Councillor Kemp to arrange a meeting 

 
BK 
 
RK 
PS 
MT 

180 /14 LDNPA Woodland Management Plan  
RESOLVED that the clerk will draft a response if required and circulate for approval 

 

 
JK 

181 /14 Cumbria County Council Budget Consultation  
RESOLVED that the clerk will draft a response and circulate to councillors for further 
comment/ approval 

 

 
 
JK 

182 /14 Request from Friends of the Lake District to support their campaign re possible pylons 
in south lakes arising from NW Connections project  
RESOLVED that the Parish Council support this campaign. Clerk to draft an appropriate letter 

 
 
JK 

183 /14 Request from Bothel Parish Council to support their opposition to planning application 
for solar park at Wharrels Hill, A591, Bothel  
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RESOLVED that the Parish Council support Bothel Parish Council unless the matter has 
already been determined by Allerdale. 

 

JK 

184 /14 NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee  
RESOLVED that no councillors/staff of Above Derwent wish to stand for election 

 

185 /14 Ward Representatives 
None present 

 

186 /14 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Richard Kealey on ENW 
streetlights: after another few meetings between CALC and Allerdale no further progress has 
been made except the ENW fund will be used on a first come first served basis (therefore 
favouring all those parish councils on the “easy” list whose lights are removed first and leaving 
nothing for anyone else). Noted that this is neither fair nor reasonable, with no attempt to co-
ordinate with CCC who will be taking over some responsibility in due course. Allerdale’s 
Scrutiny committee is possibly involved but there is a suggestion that they themselves have 
been reported to government as not fit for purpose. 

 

 

187 /14 RESOLVED that meeting receive a report from Geoff Davies from Allerdale Parishes 3 tier 
September meeting: it was dominated by ENW streetlights but no progress was made. 

 

 

188 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Geoff Davies on SF 
Broadband: a new cabinet has been installed in Portinscale, one is due in Braithwaite soon. 
Both areas can therefore receive SFBB. No update has been given re the possible coverage 
by postcode. 

 

 

189 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Geoff Davies on GDF storage for 
radioactive waste: NALC are seeking a place on the government body which will determine 
how communities are represented. 

 

 

190 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report re Derwent 7: the next 
meeting is on 15th December, Richard will attend to report current position re ENW streetlights 

 

 
 
RK 

191 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Bob Kemp from LDNPA 
Parish Forum (October): Valley plans have been shelved – it will now be valley planning; 
LDNPA report that they have no control over racing/running/biking type events in the park. 

 

 

192 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Geoff Davies from CALC AGM: 
there was a resolution to write to Eric Pickles requesting that Cumbria be considered for 
status as a unitary authority. 
 

 

193 /14 RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Pauline Soulsby from today’s North 
Distinctive Area Tour: The LDNPA’s world heritage bid will be finalised in 2015 for 
consideration in 2017. UU aim to start work on the new pipeline in 2017. Other Councillors 
were urged to attend in future – a very useful and enjoyable day.  
 

 

194 /14 RESOLVED that the clerk will consider whether the LDNPA Communities Fund could help 
with the work needed at Dorothy Well. 
 

 
 
JK 

195 /14 Applications for Development 
RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Parish Council delegate 
power to the clerk to submit observations to the Lake District National Park Authority, 
including the following:-   

Ref Description Location  observations 

 
 
JK 
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no. 
7/7014
/2272 

Minor material amendment 
to scheme for 2 dwellings 

Summerlands, 
Portinscale 

No objections 

7/2014
/2243 

Retrospective – 
agricultural shelter 

Field 6920, 
Gutherscale 

No objections 

7/2014
/2270 

Request for cert of lawful 
occupation by person last 
employed within 30 miles 

The Bungalow, 
Jenkin Hill 

Although not formal 
consultee submit 
comment on flaws in 
applicants submission 

7/2014
/2275 

Demolish and replace 
garage 

Howe Bank 
Portinscale 

No objections but note 
work already started 

7/2014
/2277 

 amendment to roof lights 
on previous PP 

Silverhill 
Bungalow, 
Lingholm 

No objections 

 

196 /14 Pre-notified Village Matters 
Portinscale 
RESOLVED that Councillors determined that the Parish Council should not purchase/take a 
tenancy from LDNPA of the land by the footbridge  

 

 
 
JK 

197 /14 RESOLVED that the PC should ask Highways to include a cycling ban on Portinscale 
Footbridge in their next Keswick area TRO and in the meantime parishioners should be 
advised to report any instances of careless or inconsiderate cycling to the police as this is a 
criminal offence. 
 

 
 
JK 

198 /14 RESOLVED that as the PC can no longer justify using the precept for small localised areas of 
grasscutting, parishioners to be advised that they are welcome to manage these areas (such 
as the grass by Harney Peak) themselves (as they do in Braithwaite & Thornthwaite). Clerk to 
approach Derwent Hill/Derwentwater Hotel re the management of the turning circle 
 

 
 
All 
JK 

199 /14 RESOLVED that clerk will approach Julie Birkett to see if LDNPA can help re rubbish dumped 
on land in Portinscale. 
 

 
JK 

200 /14 Braithwaite 
RESOLVED that clerk approach Highways to request they consider whether they will consider 
the erection of a barrier on Whinlatter road now the trees have been removed. 

 

 
 
JK 

201 /14 Thornthwaite 
RESOLVED that clerk seek the details of Richard Martin’s line manager to escalate concerns 
re Stagecoach buses in Thornthwaite 

 

 
 
JK 

202 /14 Clerks Report & Correspondence Received 
RESOLVED that the meeting note correspondence received and that a small group meet to 
consider and update highways issues (Joe Bennett, Keith Harryman, Geoff Davidson, Richard 
Kealey & Clerk) 

 

JK 
RK 
JB 
GD 
KH 

203 /14 Police 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Adele Lyall who was 
thanked for her attendance: 2 reported crimes in Braithwaite, no arrests yet. Adele was 
concerned about a report of someone having to wait for 25 minutes to get an answer on a 101 
report and suggested bringing it to the attention of Richard Rhodes. Clerk to deal. 

 

 
 
JK 

204 /14 Financial Matters    
RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2015 be approved 
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payee V.N. 
No. 

Cheque No. Budget Head Amount 

McKanes VN24 101072 Office supplies 8.99 
J Knights SO17 SO (oct) wages 462.73 

J Knights SO18 SO (oct) Home office 50.41 

J Knights VN25 101073 expenses 34.84 

British Legion VN26 101074 S137 – poppy wreath 20.00 

J Knights SO19 SO (nov) wages 462.73 

J Knights SO20 SO (nov) Home office 50.41 
 

 
JK 

205 /14 RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank as at  1st Nov  2014 be noted: 
Business Money Manager 7,742.92 

Community Account 4,021.53 

Total 11,764.45 
 

 

206 /14 RESOLVED that all councillors will advise the clerk by Wednesday 3rd December of all 
items/projects they would like to see included in next year’s budget and the clerk will prepare 
a draft 2015/16 budget for detailed consideration at the December meeting. 
 

 
 
ALL 

207 /14 RESOLVED to receive and note the following determinations by the Lake District National 
Park Authority 
Description Location Decision Date 
Vary of cond. re camping pods Braithwaite bridges refused 21/8/2014 

Extension to holiday cottage Silverhill Bungalow granted 21/8/2014 

Replacement garage on 
existing barn site 

Lingholm granted 4/9/2014 

Extension to rangers office Whinlatter granted 5/9/14 

Altern. to grade 2 listed house Lingholm granted 30/9/14 

Alteration to include additional 
2 holiday apart.s 

Lingholm granted 30/9/14 

5 external lights Cottage in the Woods withdrawn  
 

 

208 /14 RESOLVED that the clerk write to Julie Birkett to thank her for her prompt investigation of 
recently reported concerns 

JK 

209 /14 Date of next meeting 
RESOLVED that the next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING be held on Wednesday 17th 
December 2014 at 7.00pm for the viewing of any planning applications, with the formal 
meeting commencing at 7.15p.m in the Church Hall, Braithwaite and that councillor Soulsby 
will provide mince pies (if we’re lucky) 

 

 
Meeting closed at   10.20pm                                

Chairman................................ 
                                                                                              

Date....................................... 
Councillor Matters  

 
1. The gully clearance has started. We received no notice despite multiple promises 

from Karl Melville, consequently some drains were missed as they were hidden by 
fallen leaves. The staff were surly and spent less than a minute per drain – nowhere 
near long enough to do what Karl Melville said they would do. Clerk to report.  JK 
 

2. Only one of the 3 promised grit bins has been delivered. Clerk to report.  JK 


