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Minute s of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21ST January 2015 
at 7.15.p.m. in the Braithwaite Institute.  

PRESENT:   Councillor Richard Kealey (RK) – Chairman 

 
Councillors: Don Thoburn (DT), Geoff Davidson, (GD), Helen Davies, (HD), Margaret Throp, 

(MT), Geoff Davies (GLD) Joe Bennett, (JB) Bob Kemp (BK) and Keith 
Harryman (KH) Ken Rutland (KR)  

 
 Alan Bowness (Cumbria County Council), 9 parishioners for budget matter plus 6 to look at 

A66 ideas to improve road safety (who did not stay for the meeting) 
 

240 /14 Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive apologies from Councillors Pauline Soulsby and the 
reasons be noted and also from Hilary Hope (Allerdale Borough Councillor), Roy Henderson 
(NT) Cath Johnson (LDNPA) and the police. 

 

241 /14 Minutes of Meeting  
RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council Meeting held on 17th December 2014,(pages 31-34)  

 

242 /14 Declarations of Interest 
 No declarations advised (it being noted that Councillor Thoburn’s family no longer owned 
Coader House) 

 

243 /14 Public Participation 
The Chairman welcomed 9 members of the public who had attended to ask questions/support 
the proposal that the precept be increased to fund a lengthsman.  Issues clarified included: 
knowledge of other Parish councils (both locally and nationally) who were successfully 
engaged in similar projects; that a decision would have to be made about how the 
lengthsman’s time should appropriately be split between areas; confirmation that the contract 
would be for maximum of one year so that the project could be reviewed and that if it was 
found not to be viable the precept could be reduced the following year; matters could be 
reported/put forward by parishioners as well as councillors; contracting was felt to be 
preferable than direct employment for reasons such as provision of equipment, H & S, 
insurance, flexibility etc. The clerk also read out a selection of the responses received, both in 
support of and against the idea. 81 responses had been received (approx 15% of households) 
of which a clear 80% were supportive of the proposal. See minute 266/14 (Financial Matters) 
for record of decision. 

 

244 /14 National Trust Representative 
No NT representative present but RESOLVED that the meeting note that more work is being 
undertaken by the trust by the Puddle in Braithwaite. Joe Bennett expressed concern about 
ongoing drainage issues in this area and will contact Roy Henderson about it. 

 
JB 

245 /14 National Park Representative 
No LDNPA representative present but concern was expressed about the risk of excessive 
parking charges damaging the tourist industry – an example is the small car park overlooking 
Thirlmere. RESOLVED that Geoff Davies will endeavour to ascertain the anticipated payback 
period of the cost of infrastructure to support that particular car park. 

GLD 

246 /14 Consultations/Projects requiring action or decision 
Allerdale Budget Consultation:  
RESOLVED that the draft response be submitted subject to clarification of the use to which 
the BEC fund can be put.  

 
 
 
JK 
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247 /14 Allerdale Council Plan consultation  
RESOLVED that no response is required. 

 

248 /14 Inappropriate/aggressive cycling  
RESOLVED that, as this continues to be an issue, councillors & parishioners should report 
incidents to the clerk who will in turn report them to the appropriate land owner and/or LDNPA.  
If threats are made, the matter should be report by the recipient to the police on 101.  It was 
noted that if cyclists use footpaths (NOT pavements) for an uninterrupted period of 20 years 
without permission or challenge they could assert the rights of a bridleway. 

 
ALL 
JK 

249 /14 UU’s Keeping Cumbria Flowing Thirlmere pipeline project 
RESOLVED that no action is required. 

 

250 /14 Communications Group 
RESOLVED that the matter would be considered further after the annual meeting in May as 
there may be some change of councillors.   

 
GLD 
JK 

251 /14 Theme for electors meeting on 17th April 
RESOLVED that an appropriate theme would be “Speeding and Parking” as it is an issue 
causing local concern. Clerk to invite the police and CCC Highways. 

JK 

252 /14 Ward Representatives 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Alan Bowness (Cumbria 
County Council): Alan heartily approves of the idea of the lengthsman project and will back 
Above Derwent all the way and seek funding support via CCC Highways committee.  In 
respect of the CCC budget consultation, most proposed cuts are internal as opposed to 
service cuts. Councillors expressed concern at the effect of manager positions being cut (eg 
in Highways) which seemed to have the result of the drainage contract not being closely 
managed and therefore risking being more costly.  Alan said there is some central 
government money coming for Highways but it would be only a small sum.  In some areas, 
bus cuts have resulted in innovative community transport responses, but it remained to be 
seen how viable these would be in the long term.  SFBB was continuing to make slow 
progress and individual take up in areas where it was available is currently low. 

 

253 /14 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors 
Village Plans  
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report: nearly 50 people had attended a 
successful Braithwaite meeting and the plan was now being finalised. Portinscale and 
Newlands now complete; a volunteer from Thornthwaite was seeking local support to make 
progress with their plan 

 
 
PS 
RK 

254 /14 Mobile phone coverage  
RESOLVED that the clerk would liaise with KTC to ascertain if one of their councillors was 
intending to pursue this issue 

 
JK 

255 /14 Keswick Area Working Group/Allerdale BC  
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Geoffs Davies and 
Davidson: The Keswick area profile was confirmed and the Council plan and budget 
consultations introduced.  Public toilets continue to be a problematic issue in many areas. 

 

256 /14 Derwent 7 
RESOLVED that the meeting note the forthcoming Transport Group meeting on Friday 6th Feb 
at 14.15 at Braithwaite Institute, which Bob Kemp will attend. 

 
 
BK 

257 /14 Applications for Development 
RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Parish Council delegate 
power to the clerk to submit observations to the Lake District National Park Authority, 
including the following:-     

Ref 
no. 

Description Location  observations 

7/2014
/2314 

Rooflights & extension Coader House, 
Newlands 

Support: an appropriate 
extension that will improve 
the building. 

7/2014 Carpark & footpath Portinscale Village Strongly support: local plan; 

 
 
JK 



37 

 

/2298 Hall Disability & road safety issue; 
Viability of VH. 

7/2014
/2288 

Replace windows &doors Hope memorial No objection 

7/2015
/2001 

Amend condition 2 (1st floor 
extension) on 2 new houses  

11 &12 Croft 
Terrace, Braithwait 

No objection 

                                                             
 

258 /14 Pre-notified Village Matters 
Portinscale 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following report re Dorothy Well: Geoff Davidson 
met with Tim Shields on 15th Jan. Tim will arrange for CCC Highways to pump out the well 
and consider the options for joining into the road drain. Their contractors will need to be used 
and this may be expensive.  There is also some concern about how flow would be managed.  
Clerk reported that we can make application to the LDNPA community fund if ready with 
costings before the end of March 

 
 
JK 
GD 

259 /14 Braithwaite 
RESOLVED that clerk to request CCC Highways to look at viability of a pavement from area 
of Middle Ruddings towards the school; the possibility of a cycle track on A66 between the 
village entrances be raised with Highways Agency when clerk chases them about the current 
position with funding for improvements; The timber wagons coming through the Narrows are 
still not from the Forestry Enterprises; the landowner and agent have both asked the haulier to 
abide by the agreed timber transport route (ie via Lorton) but the haulier persists in using the 
Narrows and as the routes are voluntary there is little more that can be done. 

 
JK 

260 /14 Thornthwaite 
RESOLVED that clerk to write again to Stagecoach to clarify various issues and to CCC 
Highways to ask for various bus stops to be reinstated.  All parishioners & councillors must 
record precise details (date/time/direction/circumstances/precise location/registration number, 
if possible) of incidents of buses speeding through the village if there is to be any 
improvement to this ongoing problem. 

JK 
 
 
 
ALL 

261 /14 Clerks Report & Correspondence Received 
RESOLVED that the report is noted; Bob Kemp will look at the new Allerdale Leisure plan 
consultation to see if any response is needed; and no action to be taken re proposed fence 
SW of Thirlmere 

BK 

262 /14 Highways Matters 
RESOLVED that proposals for works this financial year are noted; clerk has not received the 
road closure notification re Portinscale to Hawes End and will follow this up; councillors 
marked current Highways map with areas where blocked drains may cause flood risk and are 
willing to mark up large scale maps with each individual numbered drain when Highways 
provide the maps. Clerk to obtain maps asap. 

 
ALL 
JK 

263 /14 Police 
No Police in attendance, RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from 
the clerk: there have been a number of road traffic incidents – largely weather related, and a 
report of door to door salespeople in the area. 

 

264 /14 Financial Matters    
RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2015 be approved: grants 
of £100 approved at December meeting to Great North Air Ambulance; Allerdale Credit Union 
and Keswick & District 1st Responders (VN 31,32, & 33) 
payee V.N. Cheque no. Budget Head Amount 
J Knights SO21 SO  wages 462.73 
J Knights SO22 SO  Home office 50.41 
J Knights VN34 101078 expenses 49.19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
JK 

265 /14 RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank as at 1st  Jan.  2015 be noted: 
Business Money Manager 7744.22 
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Community Account 2931.42 

Total 10, 675.64 
 

266 /14 RESOLVED following discussion, clarification and vote that the budget 2015-16 be approved 
in accordance with the attached draft and the precept request for 2015-16 be fixed at 
£23,468.24 (9 in favour, 1 abstention). The concerns raised included: possible difficulty in 
monitoring; possible duplication with CCC Highways responsibility; lack of precise detail as to 
job description currently given; concern about whether 2 days a week is enough. In addition, 
there was a suggestion that the responses received were only from parishioners motivated to 
respond and it was not clear what others thought.  There was a clear majority view amongst 
counsellors that: the PC had done as much as possible to discover the views of parishioners – 
and, in fact, had gone much further than obliged to or than most other parishes would do; the 
responses represented a clear mandate from parishioners; if people were against the idea 
they would have come to the meeting to say so; all parishioners had been given ample 
opportunity to give their views. 

 
 
JK 

267 /14 RESOLVED to receive and note the following determinations by the Lake District National 
Park Authority 

Description Location Decision 

Alterations to existing holidaylet 
and convert garage to additional 
holiday let, 

Keepers Cottage 
Lingholm 

Granted with conditions 

Clerk to contact Dave McGowan to clarify delegation criteria, and the officer, Catherine 
Campbell with further links to village & valley plans (which had been previously advised to the 
LDNPA)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

268 /14 RESOLVED that meeting note the date of the next meeting – the next meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday 18th February 2015 at 7.15p.m. in the Church Hall, Braithwaite 
 

 

 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm                               

Chairman................................ 
                                                                                              

Date....................................... 
Councillor Matters  

 
1. Cycling on footbridge at Portinscale: ongoing concerns, clerk to investigate cost of a 

sign “cyclists: please give way to pedestrians at all times”. Matter to be on February 
agenda for decision. 

2. Swinside pub: someone if definitely living in the garage. Clerk to request LDNPA 
enforcement action 

3. Concern about sinking road at Seldom Seen, Thornthwaite. Clerk to raise with CCC 
Highways 

4. Grasscutting @Braithwaite easterly Village entrance. HPB do not wish to do it. Don is 
willing to ask Scotgate but will liaise with Pauline before discussing it with them. 

5. Grasscutting @Braithwaite/Thornthwaite Village entrance. Richard will discuss with 
the Institute 

6. Portinscale footbridge lights now fixed 
7. Richard asked Councillors to advise clerk if they intend to stand again in May, if they 

are happy to. 


