
 

 

 

Minute s of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 18th November 2015 
at 7.15.p.m. in the Braithwaite Institute.  

PRESENT:   Councillor Richard Kealey (RK) – Chairman 

 
Councillors: Don Thoburn (DT), Geoff Davidson, (GD), Geoff Davies (GLD) Joe Bennett, 

(JB) Bob Kemp (BK) Keith Harryman (KH) Margaret Throp(MT), Lesley Bowlby 
(LB) Jennifer Garrett (JG) Brian Rutland (BR) 

 
179 /15 Apologies for Absence 

RESOLVED that the meeting receive apologies from Alan Bowness (CC Councillor) 
 

180 /15 Minutes of Previous Meeting  
RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council Meeting held on 27th October 2015 Page 22,  

 

181 /15 Declarations of Interest 
None received 

 

182 /15 Public Participation 
 10 members of the public in attendance. Peter Winter explained the background to Planning 
Application 7/2015/2259 (new dwelling at Powter Howe); Maria Whitehead explained the 
proposals for road closure & mitigation of problems re LakesTri on 19th June 2016, David 
Williamson on behalf of some local businesses, whilst wanting to support events in the area, 
expressed concerns about whether there was a real need for a road closure, access problems 
for clients and visitors, the risk of a detrimental effect on businesses and lack of personal 
consultation so far. The organisers confirmed they are happy to hold a public meeting in 
Portinscale to discuss the matter in detail and leaflet all local properties with an invitation to 
attend.  Some residents attended to express concern about drainage and water problems 
especially in Braithwaite at The Puddle; an issue which was picked up by Roy Henderson. 

 

183 /15 National Park Representative 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive reports from 

 the LDNPA Parish member (Sept. & Oct);  

 the Parish Forum on 12/10; (which had concentrated on NW Connections, UU pipeline 
and Miles without Stiles.) 

 the North Distinctive Area (21/10) & the Legacy Fund Community (22/10) meetings: 
the ideas of a bridge or underpass from Braithwaite to the Institute and support for a 
possible AD CLT are two that will be pursued early in 2016. 

 NDA Ranger re cyclists on footpaths: a number of councillors would like to visit a 
shared use footpath with her to see how one works in practice. Clerk to put them in 
contact. 

 And determined that councillors Davison, & Garrett & possibly Bowlby will  attend at 
the next Seemore Cumbria meeting on 23/11/15 @ Blencathra Centre at 10am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 
 
JG 
GD 

184 /15 National Trust Representative 
The meeting welcomed Roy Henderson and RESOLVED that they were delighted that Roy 
would meet Councillors and villagers tomorrow 19th Nov at 9.30am to look at various problems 
in Braithwaite and had committed to replacing the drains under the Puddle, indeed had 
already obtained quotes for the work, anticipating it to be completed before the end of the 
year.  He will also look at Chicken & Little Braithwaite Bridges and the overhanging bush/tree 
at the bottom of Coledale Gardens 

LB 

185 /15 Consultations/Projects requiring action or decision 
RESOLVED that thanks are due to the Underground Repository Advisory Group for their work 
on a draft response to the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority consultation document: "draft 

MT 
BK 
GLD 
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National Geological Screening Guidance"; comments on the draft response to be submitted to 
the group for consideration by 27th November with the final response to be submitted by 4/12 

186 /15 Superfast Broadband 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral report from GLD: Connecting Cumbria don’t 
really publicise availability. However, as more people take up SFBB and there are financial 
benefits that kick in & these could to benefit the currently un-served areas (like Newlands).It is 
important that the PC encourage take up as ultimately this could help our parishioners. Bob 
will write a short piece for the Clerk to send to the email group, which can also be used in 
news items. 

 
 
BK 
JK 

187 /15 ADFG 
RESOLVED that the PC would set up a Flood Advisory Committee consisting of Councillors 
Bowlby, Davidson, Bennett, Rutland, Garrett & some current members of the Flood Group to 
take on the work of the flood group should this be needed in due course. 

 

188 /15 RESOLVED that the emergency plan would be adopted by the PC & put on the website  

189 /15 NWAS – defib.s in phone boxes. 
RESOLVED that the clerk to seek clarification of exactly what is being proposed and whether 
the telephones would be retained. 

JK 

190 /15 Speeding 
RESOLVED that clerk will contact police to ask for help in setting up a speedwatch system in 
Thornthwaite as there are now 4 volunteers 

 
 
JK 

191 /15 RESOLVED that no action is required in relation to the National Plant Monitoring Scheme 
other than to send details to the school. 

JK 

192 /15 RESOLVED that the clerk will consider Allerdale’s draft budget consultation and will prepare a 
summary for circulation. 

JK 

193 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting thank the organisers of the LakesTri 2016 for explaining their 
proposals and recommend that they hold a public meeting at Portinscale Village Hall, 
leafleting all properties along the route, there being particular concern about  

 the number of crossings and re-crossings of the very narrow footbridge by runners 
throughout the day (6000 additional crossings in the day & by ironman triathletes) 

 whether this is the right venue for yet another event as the Newlands Valley in 
particular is becoming saturated. 

 Impact on locals residents and businesses 

 Safety issues relating to farm machinery movement & activity bearing in mind the route 
and time of year 

Clerk to provide feedback to organisers & contact Kevin Cosgrove to enquire why Highways 
had not sought any comment on the proposed road closure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

194 /15 Ward Representatives 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following information from Allerdale Councillor 
Adrian Davis-Johnston:  

 The road sweeper does have a full schedule of leaf sweeping concentrating on high 
population area and those prone to flooding.  This year they have been delayed by the 
extreme wetness as the sweeper registers as “full” sooner necessitating more trips to 
the tip to empty out. The machine will be working overtime from now on. However he 
shares councillor concerns that the high population dense areas tend to have a low 
density of trees and don’t need to have road sweeper priority in autumn. He will take 
this up with Allerdale. 

 There is a £50k pot for rural parish projects, with Councillors feeling that AD 
Lengthsman type equipment would be a suitable project for a bid for £5-10k. Clerk to 
seek consensus of appropriate equipment and submit application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

195 /15 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral report on lengthsman work since September: the 
work on drains has improved and the benefits of this can now be seen – although we have 
had some water problems over the last weekend, these seem appreciably less than other 
neighbouring parishes who have not benefitted from lengthsman input over the year. RK & GD 
have asked the lengthsman to: really try to get grid lids off; be proactive in extreme weather 
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events; and try to reduce the “working in threes” penalty to the Parish.  Their idea is to have 2 
teams of 2 for most jobs next year. Overall Councillors felt that things were definitely moving 
in the right direction, improvements are increasingly evident and positive reports are 
continuing to be received from parishioners.  The first year of this project was always going to 
have some challenges for everyone as the contract bedded in. 

196 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral report from CALC Allerdale parishes meeting on 
24th September which was mainly about West Coast Connections; UU pipeline and the 
suggestion that ENW are currently replacing lights on poles, so parishes do not need to worry 
about this for a few years yet. 

 

197 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral report from Bob Kemp re Derwent 7 and 
congratulated Bob on his appointment as Chair: Michael Heaslip (ABC) had confirmed the 
position with ENW streetlights indicated above. 

 

198 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following update from the Housing Advisory 
committee: next step is a public meeting, the 10th December is suitable with attendant publicity 
and the group be given the go ahead to continue with their investigations. 

BR 
JK 

199 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following update from the Commons Advisory 
Committee: JB has been to see the large maps at CCC in Carlisle and obtained good copies 
of those needed. The group can now meet to consider their accuracy and determine if any 
action is required. There is a transition period for applications for rectification ending on 14th 
Dec 2018, but if any action is required it should be undertaken during 2016. Meeting fixed for 
25/11 at 7pm at JB’s. 

JB 
JG 
MT 
KH 

200 /15 Applications for Development 
RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Parish Council delegate 
power to the clerk to submit observations to the Lake District National Park Authority, 
including the following:-   

Ref no. Description Location observations 

7/2015/
2259 

New dwelling Powter Howe Support as a suitable & genuine local need 
& part of a development of 20 plus 
properties with no access concerns 

7/2015/
2244 

Replace agri. 
Condition 
with LO 

The Bungalow 
Jenkin Hill 

Support as a LO clause is more appropriate 

7/2015/
2245 

Jetty Lingholm Support as this type of initiative will bring 
more business and employment to the 
parish & will link up well with the footpath 
structure. 

 

 
 
 
JK 

201 /15 RESOLVED that the meeting receive notification of determinations made by the Lake District 
National Park Authority.. 
Description Location Decision Date 
2 local needs dwellings Land at Hodgson How refused 19/8/15 

Replace garage Stair Mill granted 10/9/15 

Single story extension 11 Longcroft granted 10/8/15 

New houses Field by Scotgate withdrawn 1/11/15 
 

 

202 /15 Pre-notified Village Matters 
Newlands             RESOLVED that: 

 no complaints had been raised from the Party in the Valley The scaled down version of 
the event meant that concerns about traffic problems had been containable.  It was 
unfortunate that the Keswick Reminder reported any objections as “eleventh hour” 
when they were made appropriately within the timescale dictated by the organisers 
and the legislation. 

 David’s Wood – KH will raise with Karl Melville when he comes to a PC meeting. 

 

203 /15 Thornthwaite         RESOLVED that the meeting note:  

 Questionnaire responses nearly in. Councillors will analyse 

 The disagreement with a farmer at Powter Howe over gullies has been resolved by RK 

BR, 
RK,
MT 
DT 
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204 /15 Forestry Enterprises 
RESOLVED that the meeting received a report from Richard Kealey about an approach from 
FE requesting PC support in a public meeting they would like to hold on 2nd December 2015: 
confirmed, room booked, RK to chair, Thornthwaite Councillors will deliver leaflets, JK to 
advertise to parishioners. 

RK 
MT 
DT 
BR 
JK 

205 /15 Clerks Report & Correspondence Received 
RESOLVED that the meeting note correspondence received and that: 

 Clerk to invite Karl Melville and Alan Bowness to the December meeting to help the PC 
with answers to concerns about the gully cleaning & contract, and the financial impact 
on CCC of Allerdale’s failure to deploy the road sweeper in heavily tree-ed areas in a 
timely fashion. 

 KH will speak to Mike Anderton about Councillor concerns over shooting across the 
road & public footpaths 

 Lengthsman will look at drains on High Portinscale 

 Clerk will request grit bin/piles of grit at Stair 

 The public toilets issue is a matter for the village group not the Parish Council & the 
clerk had given as much notice as possible to the community and a substantial amount 
of help/advice to the group back in early September. 

 
 
JK 
 
KH 
 
 
JK 

20 /15 Police 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive an oral report re road traffic and minor incidents. 

 
 

207 /15 Financial Matters    
RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2016 be approved 

payee V.N. 
No. 

Cheque No. Budget Head Amount 

J Knights SO SO  wages 471.90 

J Knights SO SO  Home office 61.43 

J Knights VN27 101127 expenses 24.40 

Corfields SO SO Lengthsman 1024.00 

The Institute VN28 101128 Room hire 10.00 

CALC VN29 101129 training 59.00 

Joe Bennett VN30 101130 Commons maps 21.00 

R Carter VN31 101131 October meeting exp 40.00 

K Hodgson VN32 101132 War memorial hedge 85.00 

RKealey VN33 101133 Poppy wreath 20.00 
 

 
 
JK 

208 /15 RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank as at 1st Nov.  2015 be noted: 
Business Money Manager   5,441.95 

Community Account 13,528.26 
 

 

209 /15 RESOLVED that Councillors will provide the clerk with ideas or proposals for the 2015/16 
budget by 1st December to enable a draft budget to be prepared and circulated in time to be 
considered before the December meeting. 

ALL 
JK 

210 /15 Date of next meeting 
RESOLVED that the next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING be held on Wednesday 16th 
December 2015 at 7.00pm for the viewing of any planning applications, with the formal 
meeting commencing at 7.15p.m in the Church Hall, Braithwaite 

 

 
Meeting closed at 10.00 

Chairman................................                                                                                              
Date....................................... 

Councillor Matters  
1. Clerk handed her notice in. Advert to go in Reminder & to CALC 
2. Clerk to thank FE for their tree work in Beck Wythop 

3. Braithwaite sign coming from Thornthwaite needs replacing. Clerk to take up 
with CCC Highways 


