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Minute s of the Parish Council Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 26th 
February 2014 at 7.15.p.m. in the Braithwaite Institute.  

PRESENT:   Councillor Richard Kealey (RK) – Chairman 

 
Councillors: Don Thoburn (DT), Geoff Davidson, (GD), Helen Davies, (HD), Margaret Throp, 

(MT), Geoff Davies (GLD) Joe Bennett, (JB) Ken Rutland (KR) Bob Kemp (BK). 
 
Hilary Hope (Allerdale Borough Councillor), Roy Henderson (NT) Megan Jones (Police) 

283 /13 Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive apologies from Councillors Keith Harryman and Pauline 
Soulsby and the reasons be noted also from Pete Barron (LDNPA). No word from Alan 
Bowness (Cumbria County Council) 

 

284 /13 Minutes of Meeting  
RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2014, (pages 33 & 34)  

 

285 /13 Declarations of Interest 
 No declarations advised 

 

286 /13 Public Participation 
 The Chairman welcomed Mrs Williams (from Stair) and former CCC councillor Ron Munby. 
Mrs Williams told a sad story of completely ineffective responses from CCC Highways re 
blocked drains and potholes in Stair.  Works had been done badly, not done at all, with the 
inspector having no knowledge of the problems and the men on the ground not being passed 
the reports.  She has spent a long time on phone calls always speaking to different people 
and nothing seems to make any difference. She despairs of the solution as the whole thing is 
such a shambles and a complete waste of money.  She posed the question: Other than a bin 
collection, what do the people of Newlands get for their council tax?  They need help with the 
roads; the local people who used to clear the drains themselves have either died or moved 
away. 
Ron Munby offered help and support re dementia issues and in respect of ACT assistance as 
he is active in both areas. 

 

287 /13 National Trust Representative 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following report from Roy Henderson who was 
warmly welcomed to the meeting: there is a working group arranged for this Saturday 1st 
March in Braithwaite to work on parts of the common including the road surface in the Puddle.  
A meeting about Common Management last Saturday discussed on a 5 year plan and was 
positive and well attended. The area around the dam will be included. The Environment 
Agency are responsible for clearing out the catchpit of the dam which is again full. In the long 
term, the tree planting up stream will help to manage the watercourse.  The clerk continues to 
work with NT & LDNPA on a users agreement for Stonycroft Ghyll. 

 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
JK 

288 /13 National Park Representative 
No LDNPA representative present but RESOLVED that councillors are keen to put forward an 
Above Derwent Councillor to stand for election to the LDNPA as a Parish Member. 
(Nominations must be in by 9th May 2014). Councillor Geoff Davies indicated he was prepared 
to stand. The matter will be formalised at the next meeting. 
Clerk to report two footpaths blocked by fallen trees to LDNPA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

289 /13 Consultations/Projects requiring action or decision 
RESOLVED that no action is currently required in respect of MRWS, but it is understood 
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DECC will be publishing a redacted summary of responses to consultation on 27th February 
2014 so the matter should be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 

290 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from GLD in respect of Broadband and 
that a meeting will take place with CCC Connecting Cumbria & BT to try to ascertain exactly 
which postcodes/properties (90%) within the Parish will receive superfast broadband under 
CCC’s current proposals. The meeting will hear about the practicalities of Community Build 
Projects.  GLD, MT, GD will attend along with Becx Carter who has a good knowledge of the 
Newlands Valley and is involved with Derwent 7 and Borrowdale. 

GLD 
MT 
GD 

291 /13 RESOLVED that Above Derwent Parish Council is in favour of the proposed changes to the 
Derwent 7 constitution and, if possible, 2 councillors (including Richard Kealey) will attend to 
vote accordingly at the next meeting on 3rd March. 

 
 
RK 

292 /13 RESOLVED that representations be made to Allerdale that their decision not to fund 
replacement footway lights should be reviewed by the scrutiny committee as it is arbitrary, 
unreasonable, amounts to an unfair distribution of Council Tax and has Health, Safety & 
liability implications for Allerdale in some places. Hilary Hope will take up our concerns.  The 
meeting heard that whole lengths of the footway in certain places, particularly in Braithwaite, 
will be affected. 

 
JK 
 
 
HH 

293 /13 RESOLVED that the clerks extra hours spent on the village plan be reimbursed as far as 
possible from the ACT grant and the draft plans for Thornthwaite and Braithwaite be reviewed 
by Councillors Throp and Soulsby and placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
MT 
PS 

294 /13 RESOLVED that a working group of Councillors Thoburn, Davidson & Soulsby consider and 
assess suitable work projects within the parish and liaise with the Community Payback 
organisers as required. 

DT 
GD 
PS 

295 /13 RESOLVED that Richard Kealey will take delivery of the Dog Stencil and there is temporary 
liquid paint available so the stencil can be deployed in appropriate places. 

RK 

296 /13 Ward Representatives 
Alan Bowness (Cumbria County Council) not present. 

 

297 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Hilary Hope (Allerdale 
Borough Councillor): The Allerdale Council Tax increase will be 1.9%; there are some 
difficulties and disputes over the proposed new leisure centre in Workington (not least 
because the of the grant to promote leisure facilities across the whole district, it is proposed to 
spend all of it in one place); Hilary will try to ensure the re-instatement of the roadsweeper.  It 
has visited Portinscale but Thornthwaite has been very badly served. Hilary has drawn a blank 
with the empty house in Longcroft as she is being told that Allerdale can do nothing despite 
the promises that have previously been made about how they would be willing to use the 
legislation. Hilary will continue to put pressure on and endeavour to ascertain whether the 
council tax is being paid. Clerk will instigate a Land Registry search if appropriate and 
research the law and write a strong letter to Allerdale legal/housing departments to urge them 
to take action. 

 
 
 
 
HH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

298 /13 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors 
RESOLVED that the meeting note that Councillors Davidson & Kealey are still trying to meet 
with the Environment Agency in respect of the current unsatisfactory position re flood risks in 
the parish. They will send their comments on Rachel Gerrard’s latest response to the clerk 
who will continue to pursue a meeting with Adam Walsh in late April. 

 
GD 
RK 
 
JK 

299 /13 RESOLVED that meeting note that the notice board on the patio in Braithwaite is due to be 
moved to the bus shelter, with the new notice board being erected on the patio and that the 
Lorton notice board referred to at the January meeting was found to have been in a very poor 
condition so not worth purchasing. 

RK 
DT 

300 /13 Pre-notified Village Matters 
Portinscale 
RESOLVED that the meeting note that the forthcoming Portinscale newsletter will seek 
volunteers to form a group to consider possible opportunities relating to the land by the 
footbridge. 

 
 
 
JK 

301 /13 Braithwaite  
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RESOLVED that Ken Rutland will speak to the Landlord re concerns about the fence by the 
Royal Oak 

KR 

302 /13 RESOLVED to note that a work day will take place under the auspices of the National Trust 
on Saturday March 1st. Councillors will support if possible 

All 

303 /13 Thornthwaite 
RESOLVED that villagers be asked to note times and dates of any sightings of Stagecoach 
buses going onto verges and spreading mud onto the roads as this has been requested by 
Stagecoach when the issue was reported to them, although the driving standard seems to 
have been improved. 

 
RK 
MT 
DT 
HD 

304 /13 Clerks Report & Correspondence Received 
RESOLVED that the correspondence listed on the agenda be noted and that no one will be 
able to attend the WW1 commemorative procession & ceremony in Workington Saturday 10th 
May 2014 and Richard Kealey or Bob Kemp  will attend the Neighbourhood Forum Grants 
Panel March 10th 5-6pm FMH, Keswick. 

 
 
RK 
BK 

305 /13 RESOLVED that Councillor Geoff Davidson will look at the war memorial with a view to 
making an assessment as to whether we should apply for a grant to maintain it. 

 
GD 

306 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting receive and note the proposed meeting dates for 2014/15 and 
note that the clerk will work on re-drafting the councils Standing Orders to be presented to a 
future meeting 

 
 
JK 

307 /13 RESOLVED that the clerk will request a team from CCC Highways and County Councillor 
Alan Bowness to attend the Annual Meeting of Electors on 30th April 2014 in Portinscale. 

 
JK 

308 /13 Highways Matters 
RESOLVED that Councillors note the issues agreed at the meeting between the clerk & Karl 
Melville; Clerk will email Karl Melville specifically about drainage concerns; the highways list 
will be updated & returned; the clerk has spent hours on highways issues this month – it is not 
practical for every reported highways matter to go via the clerk and be entered onto the list, so 
whilst the list is useful, it would be better if it reflected the most serious/dangerous/persistent 
issues and for parishioners and councillors to make their own reports using the online service 
for day-to-day issues. 

 
 
 
JK 
 
 
 
All 

309 /13 RESOLVED that the clerk make a second back up copy of the council’s laptop each month 
and this be retained by the chair and the risk management policy be amended accordingly. 

JK 

310 /13 Police 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a report from PCSO Megan Jones who was warmly 
welcomed to the meeting: no crimes of note but various reports of inconsiderate parking in 
Portinscale opposite the Chalet (the meeting noted this was not usually by customers of the 
cafe, but walkers unable to find parking by Gutherscale).  The police have worked on informal 
signage with local residents and will continue to monitor the situation. She is aware of the 
Criminal Damage to/theft of the bollard at Hallgarth, she was assured this was not part of any 
official works and the police will continue to monitor.  She was unsure of the precise status re 
cycling on the footbridge at Portinscale, or whether the sign was mandatory or merely 
advisory. Further research needed. 

 

311 /13 Financial Matters    
RESOLVED that the previously approved grants of £100 each to and Keswick & District 1st 
Responders (VN 40, cheque no. 101036) and Great North Air Ambulance (VN 41 cheque no. 
101037) be noted. 

 

312 /13 RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2014 be approved 

payee V.N. 
No. 

Cheque No. Budget Head Amount 

J Knights SO15 SO  wages 458.15 
J Knights SO16 SO  Home office 50.41 
J Knights VN 42 101040 expenses 35.65 

Stuart VN43 101039 Sign – maintenance 60.00 

J Knights VN44 101041 Additional hours PP*  151.21 

ICO SO17 SO Data registration 35.00 

JK 
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Diane Malley VN45 101042 Payroll admin 58.00 

Keith Sowerby VN46 101043 Patio flagstones 42.00 

*Payable from Parish Plan grant 
313 /13 RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank as at  1st  February  2014 be noted: 

Business Money Manager 4,482.57 

Community Account 2,649.70 

Total 7,132.27 
 

 

314 /13 RESOLVED, having considered the applications for funding from in accordance with the 
Council’s adopted Grants Policy, that no grant be awarded to Allerdale CAB or the TOMA 
Fund 

 

315 /13 Date of next meeting 
RESOLVED that the next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING be held on Wednesday 9th April 2014 
at 7.00pm for the viewing of any planning applications, with the formal meeting commencing 
at 7.15p.m in the Braithwaite Church Hall,  

 

 
Meeting closed at  10.00pm                           

Chairman................................ 
                                                                                              

Date....................................... 
Councillor Matters  

1. The clerk’s registration for CiLCA should be made without delay as the fee is 

increasing from £150 to £250 on 1st April. JK 
2. Forestry Enterprise has undertaken a study of drainage and safety matters in the 

forest above Thornthwaite and wish to share the results and present a plan of action 
to residents.  RK to liaise with Thornthwaite Councillors and arrange a public 
meeting, hopefully in the next 2 weeks either in Thornthwaite Church or Braithwaite 
Institute. 

3. GLD asked that Councillors continue to send ideas and information to populate the 
new website – particularly details of interactive links.  He was warmly thanked for all 
his work on the re-vamped website which is meeting universal appreciation. He 
reported that abovederwent were now active on twitter which could prove a useful 
way of quickly sharing announcements. 

4. Joe Bennet confirmed that the drains in Newlands road have been cleared but 
wished to report 3 more – he will use the interactive map and do this online. JB 

5. Don Thoburn asked for clarification re the councils grass cutting arrangements for the 
forthcoming year: it was confirmed that Corfields are contracted to cut the village 
entrances only at an agreed price.  There was no appetite amongst councillors to try 
to renegotiate this to deploy Corfields onto the Common with the entrances being cut 
by a local business, but that if business are willing to get involved in the practical 
aspect of cutting they should generally be encouraged and this will be considered for 
the entrances for 2015/16. 

6. BK expressed concerns about the current lack of a parish wide emergency plan. The 
clerk confirmed that there is no actual legal obligation for the PC to provide one, but 
of course it is an important matter. At the ADFG AGM on 6th March, this matter will be 
considered and it will also be put on 9th April Agenda in conjunction with the 
Community plan of which it could be a natural extension. 

7. Clerk will report the missing seat/light from the Bus Shelter on the road into Keswick 
to Stagecoach. 


