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Minute s of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th April 2014 at 
7.15.p.m. in the Braithwaite Institute.  

PRESENT:   Councillor Joe Bennett – Chair 

 
Councillors: Geoff Davidson, (GD), Helen Davies, (HD), Margaret Throp, (MT), Geoff Davies 

(GLD) Bob Kemp (BK), Keith Harryman (KH) Ken Rutland (KR) and Pauline 
Soulsby (PS) 

 
 

325 /13 Apologies for Absence 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive apologies from Councillors Kealey & Thoburn and the 
reasons be noted and also from Pete Baron (LDNPA) and Roy Henderson (NT) 

 

326 /13 Minutes of Meeting  
RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the 
Parish Council Meeting held on  27th March 2014,(pages 35 & 36)  

 

327 /13 Declarations of Interest 
 No declarations advised 

 

328 /13 Public Participation 
 The Chairman welcomed Dawn Baglee from United Utilities along with a four parishioners. 
Dawn Baglee explained that as a result of a number of leaks/water bursts at the reservoir in 
Braithwaite, UU were planning to repair or replace the section of the pipe from near the gate 
up to the reservoir (260-280m) which is where most of the leaks had taken place. The project 
was currently in the design stage but would be completed before April 2015 – hopefully before 
December 2014.  The exact nature/length of repair had not yet been determined. In response 
to questions, Dawn confirmed that: the most recent burst had been from a lower part of the 
pipe (not planned for repair) and this would need to be monitored; the bursts had not been 
caused by pressure, but were essentially as a result of the age of the pipes; the plan may be 
to thread a new pipe inside the existing pipe; UU will compensate householders and 
reimburse CCC Highways for any damage and drain/gulley clearance required as a result of 
the bursts; Dawn can mark up the UU water pipe map with the direction of flow. Pauline 
Soulsby will send Dawn the Highways Hotline ref no. for the blocked drain.  Dawn was 
thanked for her attendance. A parishioner pointed out that the timing had been very lucky – if 
the burst had been some hours later after people had gone to bed, there would have been 
much more damage as preventative action would have been much slower. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS 

329 /13 National Trust Representative 
No NT representative present but RESOLVED that meeting note Roy Henderson’s thanks to 
all those involved in the recent working group who had done a huge amount of work. The next 
NT working group is on 26th April. 

 

330 /13 National Park Representative 
No LDNPA representative present but RESOLVED that clerk to contact them about: the 
footpath from The Shelf up towards Hope Camp which is so deep with mud that it is 
impassable and walkers are carving a new unofficial path across the hillside.  

 

331 /13 Consultations/Projects requiring action or decision 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following report in respect of Broadband issues: The 
PC has now obtained figures of how many houses, postcode by postcode, should receive 
superfast broadband under the Connecting Cumbria project (but don’t know exactly which 
properties). CCC are not making the application for additional funding as previously indicated.  
As soon as CCC confirm the information can be shared the figures will be published on the 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE DERWENT PARISH COUNCIL 



38 

 

website with a suitable caveat/explanation. Geoff Davies will ask Lyn Singleton if she will 
attend a public meeting to which we will invite potentially affected parishioners.  

GLD 
MT 

332 /13 RESOLVED that no action is currently required in relation to underground storage of 
radioactive waste, but it is noted that Councillors Geoff Davies and Throp will be attending a 
CORAM meeting on 30/4/14 and a freedom of information request will be considered in due 
course to try to gain more transparency about the presentation of numbers/details of 
responses to the recent government consultation. 

 
 
 
GLD 
MT 

333 /13 RESOLVED that Geoff Davidson will get the dog stencil from Pauline and pass it to the clerk 
before he goes on holiday. 

GD 
JK 

334 /13 RESOLVED by unanimous vote that Councillor Geoff Davies be formally nominated to stand 
for the vacant seat for a parish member on the LDNPA and that the Clerk be delegated the 
responsibility of collecting Councillor’s votes in due course. 

 

335 /13 RESOLVED that the Community Plan be discussed at the May meeting and that Pauline 
Soulsby hopes to have worked on Braithwaite plan by that date. Margaret Throp will have a 
re-draft of the Thornthwaite Plan ready for Richard Kealey to consider by the end of April. The 
clerk will polish the Newlands and Portinscale plan 

PS 
MT 
RK 
JK 

336 /13 RESOLVED that a working group of Bob Kemp, Geoff Davidson & the clerk will liaise with 
Nigel Lewis of the ADFG in respect of an emergency plan for the parish. 

BK 
GD 
JK 

337 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting receive an update from the clerk confirming that Allerdale may 
be re-visiting their decision not to fund replacement ENW lights. The ENW fund can only be 
accessed via the Borough Council. Clerk to continue to monitor. 

 
JK 

338 /13 RESOLVED that no action is necessary re Forestry Enterprise’s alterations to their 
management plan in respect of Larch Disease 

 

339 /13 RESOLVED that the Parish Council support LDNPA’s proposal to divert the Right of way at 
Pow Beck. 

JK 

340 /13 RESOLVED that the main item for the Annual Meeting of Electors will be Highways Matters, 
Karl Melville has confirmed his attendance. The importance of the attendance of our County 
and Borough Councillors was noted. 

 
JK 

341 /13 RESOLVED that a working group of Pauline Soulsby and the clerk be set up to draft a 
response to the Government Consultation document on exempting PC’s with a turnover of 
less than £25k from annual external audit and substituting a transparency code (deadline 9th 
May 2014) 

 
PS 
JK 

342 /13 RESOLVED that a working group of Margaret Throp and Geoff Davidson be set up to report 
to the June meeting on issues that arise from the United Utilities West Cumbria Water Supply 
Project (which could mean a new pipeline by the A66 through Above Derwent. (deadline for 
initial consultation mid July 2014) 

GD 
MT 

343 /13 Ward Representatives 
RESOLVED to note with disappointment that neither Alan Bowness (Cumbria County 
Council) or Hilary Hope (Allerdale Borough Councillor), our ward representatives were 
present and that no written reports or correspondence had been received from them. 

 

344 /13 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a verbal report from Geoff Davidson: he has had a 
quote of £350 for cleaning and polishing the war memorial, 50% may be available by way of a 
grant from the War Memorial Trust. Agreed to make an application. 

 
GD 
JK 

345 /13 RESOLVED that meeting receive a verbal report from Geoff Davies in respect of the Derwent 
7. He has been successful in securing funding of £1500 from ABC which should keep the 
organisation running for a further 18 months. Allerdale Councillors will want to come to D7 
meetings from time to time when they wish to gain feedback (but they are invited to every 
meeting in any event) D7 will be free to run as agreed under the newly amended constitution.  
It was agreed that any “3 tier” issues, or those relating to multiple parishes should be 
considered by D7 as far as possible to avoid duplication and increase efficiency and possible 
influence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 

346 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from Geoff Davidson &  
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Pauline Soulsby: they have had a very productive meeting with Carl Whilding from Community 
Payback. He is happy that his teams can undertake decoration of three bus shelters, four 
coronation seats, steel seats and 2 wooden seats plus grasscutting where required. They 
have their own equipment and insurance. Carl will provide an estimate of the number of days 
& materials likely to be required; work to be commissioned initially for 2 days (@£25 per day 
plus materials). Additional days will be considered at a future meeting. Councillors are 
delighted to support this initiative as being beneficial for parishioners and those undertaking 
the work. 

347 /13 Applications for Development 
RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Parish Council delegate 
power to the clerk to submit observations to the Lake District National Park Authority, 
including the following:-                                                                    
Ref no. Description Location Observations 
7/2014/2062 Raised decking to rear 3, The Ravine, 

Thornthwaite 
No objections 

 

 

348 /13 Pre-notified Village Matters 
Portinscale 
RESOLVED that clerk to circulate the one response received from the Portinscale newsletter 
item re land by bridge to Village Hall Committee to see if there is any additional support to 
work on this matter 

 
 
 
 
JK 

349 /13 Portinscale 
RESOLVED that clerk will chase the Duffys in respect of the need to get the hedge cut by 
Derwent Lodge as pedestrians can no longer safely use the footpath 

 
 
JK 

350 /13 Newlands 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive a report from the clerk to confirm that Allerdale BC are 
intending to place 2 big bins at the northern edge of the car park at the village hall at Stair, 
one to take paper & cardboard and one to take plastic, cans & glass.  These will be emptied 
every 2 weeks. Permanent residents should get a hessian bag to use to gather their re-
cyclables together. This was an action item in the Newlands plan and all residents spoken to 
so far have responded positively. Clerk to continue to chase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JK 

351 /13 Thornthwaite 
RESOLVED that clerk advise ABC that households at CA12 5SL are not getting purple bags 
and that a meeting between FE & Thornthwaite residents will be arranged later in the year.  

 
JK 

352 /13 Clerks Report & Correspondence Received 
RESOLVED that Clerk will suggest that the Allerdale Reducing Poverty Officer attend a D7 
meeting; Clerk to suggest that consultation information via the Rural Services Sounding 
Boards should be directed through the clerk; travel bursary info to be sent to Keswick school 

 
 
 
JK 

353 /13 RESOLVED that the meeting note that the clerk has undertaken at least 50 unpaid hours 
during 2013-14. 

 

354 /13 Highways Matters 
RESOLVED that the meeting receive an update from CCC Highways and note that although 3 
gritbins remain promised there is no more sight of them than there has been for the past 18 
months. Clerk to chase. 

 
 
JK 

355 /13 Police 
No Police in attendance, RESOLVED that the meeting receive the following verbal report from 
the clerk: the only matter the police have been involved with is to assist with the result of the 
water burst (see UU explanation above). Parishioners should beware of the risk of sneak in 
thefts & thefts of farm equipment. 

 

356 /13 Financial Matters    
RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2014 be approved 
payee V.N. Cheque 

no. 
Budget Head Amount 

J Knights SO17 SO  wages 462.73 

J Knights SO18 SO  Home office 50.41 

 
 
 
JK 
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J Knights VN48 101045 expenses 35.39 

ThorncumBrai VN49 101046 Hall hire 27th march 7.50 

                          and that the cheque to West Cumbria Rape Crisis needs to be re-issued as 
they did not receive the original donation of £50 in December 2013. 

 
 
JK 

357 /13 RESOLVED that the following payments for year ended 31 March 2015 be approved 
     CALC                  VN1     101047             Subs.                                   £207.00 

 
JK 

358 /13 RESOLVED that the following receipts be noted 
Payer Nature of payment amount 
Allerdale BC 1st half precept & CTSG £6128.89 

 

 

359 /13 RESOLVED that the following balances at the bank as at  1st April   2014 be noted: 
Business Money Manager 9612.20 

Community Account 1991.57 

Total 11603.77 
 

 

360 /13 RESOLVED, to note the purported explaination from Allerdale Borough Council for their 
decision to withhold 31% of the Council Tax Support Grant from parishes, contrary to 
government advice. 

 

361 /13 RESOLVED to receive and note the following determinations by the Planning Inspector 
Description Location Decision 
Car Park Thornthwaite Church Granted 

Car park Cupboard Field Granted 

   In both cases the Planning Inspector noted that the grant would be in accordance with the 
views of the majority of parishioners as expressed in the Village/Valley plans. Also: 
New local needs dwelling    Oakvale, Braithwaite                    Refused 
 
All above decisions in accordance with strong representations from the Parish Council. 

 

 

362 /13 Date of next meetings 
RESOLVED that the next Parish Council meeting is the Annual meeting, scheduled for 
Wednesday 14th May at 7.15p.m. in the Church Hall, Braithwaite,  
 
with the Annual meeting of Electors to be held on Weds 30th April 2014 at Portinscale 
Village Hall. 
 

 

 
Meeting closed at 9.35pm                             

Chairman................................ 
                                                                                              

Date....................................... 
Councillor Matters  

 
1. Trees at David’s Wood still need cutting back – although a local person had been 

due to speak to Landowner, this issue had not been covered. Clerk to try to trace 
owner and advise them of the problem. 
 

2. Bob Kemp shortly to deliver last piece of work to school re fingerpost restoration. Bob 
will also write a news item. It was noted that any Website reference must show that 

the project was supported by lottery funding. 


