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INTRODUCTION 

Background to the Report and Action Plan 

A village plan is a means of a community of people coming together to decide on what they want to 
improve, implement or change and to set out the actions needed to achieve those objectives.  
 
This plan for Braithwaite is one of 4 (Portinscale, Newlands and Thornthwaite are the others) that together 
encompass the Above Derwent parish.  The Parish Council decided to have separate plans for each area 
as each has its own issues, needs and aspirations.  But an overall summary document will be produced 
bringing all the various action points together which will then be worked on by the Parish Council with the 
community.  

How the Report and Plan have been put together   

The usual way to put a Plan together is to construct a Questionnaire which all Residents are invited to 
complete.  In order to decide what questions to ask it is necessary to find out what issues people are 
generally concerned about.  This preliminary investigation was done over a period of about 2 years.   A 
lengthy tick list was sent round the village, which received some response although not a huge one.    
During the Village Show in 2011 the then Parish Clerk attended and interviewed people individually, and 
received a good many ideas about parish concerns.  Other opportunities were taken for informal 
consultation about subjects to be included in the Questionnaire, and finally a parish meeting was called in 
March 2012 which was extremely well attended.  There was a lively discussion about topics to be included 
and village affairs generally, and everyone there completed a form giving their views on what matters 
should be included, and also ticking a list to say what help they could offer:  helping to write the 
Questionnaire, acting as guinea pigs to test it out, delivering it round the village, and collecting it back in, 
helping to analyse the results and to write up the plan.    
 
The Questionnaire was divided into 2 parts: the first part related to issues of general concern to all villagers, 
and is summarised in this Report.  The second part asked people to say what existing activities they would 
like to take part in, or help to run or what activities should be initiated.  Some activities have already started 
as a result of this, there is scope for others to be set up, and there is a separate report on Part 2. 
   
A professional, Becx Carter, was employed to analyse the replies to Part 1 and to write the first draft of the 
Report and Action Plan.  Later a small group produced a compact summary of the Report and a revised 
Action Plan.  This is the document you are reading now.   The following three documents can be found on 
the Above Derwent website, www.abovederwent.org.uk   by clicking on the “Community Plan” heading, and 
selecting “Documents” from the menu :   
Braithwaite Village Plan : Questionnaire ;  
Braithwaite Village Plan : Report on Questionnaire  - unabridged first draft;  
Braithwaite Village Plan : Report on Questionnaire – final compact version with revised draft Action Plan. 
  
The Parish Council would like to thank all the residents of Braithwaite who responded.  Completed 
questionnaires were returned by 167 households.  This represents a return rate of 76% of first and second 
homes.  The Community’s thanks are also due to the large number of residents who carried out with 
dedication and diligence the various tasks involved in producing this document.  The aim of asking people 
questions is to arrive at an Action Plan, which will be found at the end of the Report.  Whether the Action 
Plan works depends not only on the Parish Council and other organisations but on all Parish residents, who 
have a part to play in bringing about the successful completion of the tasks suggested to carry out the 
wishes of the community. 

Braithwaite Village  

For the purpose of this exercise we took the boundaries of the village as being Little Braithwaite Bridge on 
the south, the Fell Gate up Coledale Lane, Whinlatter Forest Park, Howe End on the Shelf, The Stables on 
the road to Thornthwaite and the junction of the B5292 with the A66.  The village also includes the buildings 
on the far side of the A66 between Bog House and Blackwood Farm.  

http://www.abovederwent.org.uk/
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Demographics   

From questionnaire responses the age profile of Braithwaite residents (as shown in the diagram) fits with 
the standard demographic of the Lake District: 
 

 
 
 Most residents have been here for some years: 
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Occupation of Buildings 

These figures are obtained from a survey of the village, carried out in April 2014, and do not depend on 
replies to the Questionnaire – they relate to all buildings, not just to those belonging to people who 
answered the Questionnaire. 
 
There are 286 separately occupied properties in the village.  They can be divided into the following 
categories: 
 
180 homes permanently lived in 
39 second homes 
29 Holiday Lets 
14 Businesses or other use with no accommodation element (e.g. School) 
18 Businesses where owner lives in (e.g. farm or pub) 
8 Empty properties (in April 2014) 
  
180 permanently occupied homes & live-in businesses amount to 69 % of the total property stock 
39 second homes are 13% of the total property stock 
29 Holiday Lets are 10% of the total property stock 
 
180 permanently occupied homes amount to 72% of the properties suitable for private housing 
39 second homes are 15.5% of the houses suitable for private housing 
29 Holiday lets are 12.7% of the houses suitable for private housing 
 
The 14 businesses with no living accommodation include:   the Institute, the Church, the School, various 
Holiday Property Bond buildings, the Village Shop, Oaklands Nursery, Whinlatter Forest Park, Siskins Café 
and Hope Memorial. 
 
The 18 Businesses with living accommodation include 3 pubs, 2 farms, the campsite and a number of 
houses with guest accommodation publicly advertised.  
 
 
The above figures can be represented as: 
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QUESTION TOPICS 

ROADS, TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
 

Key findings from the questionnaire responses: 

 
 83% would support a petition for safer access to the Braithwaite Institute 
 78% are satisfied with public transport in the village 
 70% feel that there should be improvements made to the exits & entrances to the village 
 64% of respondents are not satisfied with the condition of the roads in the village 
 63% felt that parking on roads and pavements causes them concern 
 62% felt that parking facilities in the village need to be improved 
 48% think the 60 mph speed limit on the A66 outside the village is appropriate; 47% think it should 

be lower – but with no consensus on what it should be 
 42% think the 30 mph speed limit within the village is appropriate; 55% think it should be lower – but 

with no consensus on what it should be. 
 

Access to the Institute 
83% of respondents would support a petition for safer access to the Institute.  Action Plan: Point 1(a) 

Public Transport 

78% of respondents were happy with this, 8% were not and the remainder gave no opinion; no comments 
were made about the provision.  There is therefore no mandate for action. 

Improvements to Exits and Entrances to the Village where they meet the A66 

70% of respondents wanted improvements here.  40 people wanted a filter lane, 22 better road markings, 
and 21 central bollards.  Other suggestions from multiple people were: more lighting, a roundabout, 
shutting the Middle Ruddings junction, better signage.  These suggestions should be passed on to the 
Highways Agency.  Action Plan: Point 1(a) 

Condition of Roads 

64% of respondents were not satisfied with this, while 31% were content.  The two issues frequently 
mentioned were: the state of the slip road coming into the village from the A66, and potholes generally.  A 
wide range of problem spots, with road damage, bad drainage, and lack of white lines were mentioned, by 
one or two people in each case. 
 
The Parish Council itself does not have the resources to mend the roads, but it puts pressure on the 
County Highways Department (or in the case of the A66 the Highways Agency) to carry out the necessary 
work.  The Parish Clerk is in frequent contact with different officials in the Highways Department, but it is 
also effective for individual members of the public to report matters via the Highways Hotline.  This can be 
done either by telephone, or on-line.    
 
The Parish Council is to make sure everyone knows how to report faults, and a system should be set up   
for co-ordinating records of reports so that progress can be monitored.  Action Plan: Point 2  

Parking on Roads and Pavements 

63% of respondents felt that this was a significant problem, while 24% thought it was not. 
Clarification could be obtained from police about standards by which obstructive parking is assessed, and 
enforcement be requested.  In consultation with residents the Parish Council could consider whether and 
where further yellow lines should be introduced and existing ones lengthened.  Action Plan: Points 3(a) & 
3(b) 
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Improvements to Parking Facilities in the Village 

62% of respondents considered parking facilities in the village should be improved, while 24% did not.  A 
large number of suggestions were made about where to extend parking, and how to improve it.  The Parish 
Council could consult with residents who were interested to discuss the feasibility of these, and how exactly 
improvements would be brought about.  Action Plan: Point 3(a) 

Speed Limits on the A66 

Opinion was almost equally divided on this topic: 48% thinking that 60 mph was an appropriate limit, and 
47% believing it was not.  In view of the concern expressed by 83% of respondents about pedestrian 
access to the Institute the Parish Council could keep open the debate between the Highways Agency, the 
Parish Council and the public, with a view to the public’s concerns becoming known to the Agency, and the 
Agency clarifying to the public what the limits are on actions it can take.  Action Plan: Point 1(b) 

Speed Limits within the Village 

55% of Respondents felt that 30 mph was not an appropriate speed limit within the village, but a substantial 
minority (42%) of respondents were satisfied with it.  50 individuals proposed a lower limit of 20mph for all 
or part of the village.  This does not represent a very strong mandate for the Parish Council to pursue a 
lower limit, but it could be regarded as sufficient to allow the Parish Council in conjunction with residents to 
pursue this as opportunity arose and in particularly difficult places in the village.  Action Plan: Point 3(b) 
 

THE VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT 
 

Key findings from the questionnaire responses: 

 
 70% of respondents would support mains services being put underground 
 68% of respondents would support an increase in recycling facilities in the village 
 56% of respondents were happy with the state of public areas in the village, but 25% were not. 
 53% of respondents felt that the signage in the village was adequate 
 51% consider surface water drainage unsatisfactory 
 44% consider there are insufficient dog poop bins and 57 people commented, generally on the 

unsatisfactory location, maintenance and cleaning of the bins, and with poor dog owner behaviour 
 38% want additional footpaths but 34% do not.  
 Renewable energy  :  over 100 people would support the creation of a hydro scheme or solar power 
 34 people would like an emergency plan to cover issues other than flooding, particularly electricity 

outages 
 

Putting Mains Services Underground 

A very high proportion (70%) of respondents were in favour of this, and only 8% were actually against it.  
The remainder were indifferent.  The negative comments on it related to cost rather than its being 
undesirable in itself.  This certainly constitutes a mandate for the Parish Council in co-operation with 
residents to look further into this.  Action Plan: Point 4 

Recycling Facilities 

Current recycling facilities were limited to paper/card and green waste being collected door to door with 
central glass recycling bins held at The Royal Oak.  Many respondents suggested extending the purple bag 
scheme for the recycling of plastic, metal and glass provided elsewhere in Allerdale.   This extension has 
happened, since the date of the Questionnaire.  

Public Areas 

At the time of the questionnaire 56% of respondents were happy with the state of public areas – verges, 
streets, and public toilets.  Those who were unhappy (25%) mentioned trees, hedges and undergrowth 
growing out from the verges, tractors damaging verges, lack of grass cutting and litter.  Recently the 
government grant to cut grass has been withdrawn, and this may lead to an increase in dissatisfaction with 
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long grass.  Some people have already taken responsibility for verges near their house, a public spirited 
person looks after the bus shelter and toilets, and it needs to be recognised that hedges are the 
responsibility of the garden owner, and perhaps also that litter is usually something that individuals can deal 
with, unless it is unhygienic.  The actions that can change any problems can be those carried out by 
residents themselves, with encouragement from the Parish Council.  Action Plan: Point 5 

Signage 

The majority of Respondents (53%) thought that signage in the village was adequate, and 25% had no 
opinion.  However 22% thought there could be improvements and the most frequent comment was that 
road and street names were required.  The History Group has done some research on traditional names for 
streets.  Residents and History Group could work together to agree names and source signs for roads and 
streets and the Parish Council could support this.  Action Plan Point: 6 

Surface Water Drainage 

Surface water drainage was seen as a problem, generally and in some specific black spots.  Many issues 
seem to arise because of poor maintenance.  Responsibility and coordination between the different 
agencies seems to be lacking.  It would be helpful to have more information about the location and flow of 
the drainage system and its current state.  A maintenance plan is needed.  The Parish Council and Flood 
Group should push for full details of the system, for remedial work and for an ongoing maintenance plan. 
Individual residents should continue to report blocked drains to the relevant authorities.  
Action Plan: Point 7 

Dog Bins 

There were more people (44%) who thought there were not enough bins in the village than there were 
(23%) who thought there was an adequate number.  A third of the respondents were indifferent.  The 
majority of people who answered the question thought the bins were in the right places, although 16% 
disagreed.  A large percentage expressed no opinion on the siting of the bins. 
 
Many people took the opportunity to comment (57) and a fair proportion of these expressed annoyance with 
the behaviour of those dog owners who do not bother taking the bags away, making the problem worse. 
 
It would be useful to take an over-view of where bins are and places suggested for them and plan 
improvement; consider how to encourage responsible behaviour.  Action Plan: Point 8 

Footpaths in the Village 

Opinion on this was evenly divided on whether additional footpaths and pavements were needed in the 
village:  38% thought yes, 34% no, and 28% were indifferent.  Two areas mentioned particularly in 
comments were the road between the A66 junction near Middle Ruddings and the School, and along the 
grass verge between the Middle Ruddings junction and the entrance into the village nearer to Keswick.   
Whilst there is no overwhelming call for more paths the Parish Council could be asked to investigate the 
ones mentioned because of the safety issues and look into feasibility of change.  Action Plan: Point 9 

Renewable Energy 

Over 100 replies were in favour of either a Hydro or solar power project.  Parish Council could facilitate 
residents investigating and hold further consultation.  Action Plan: Point 10 

Flooding and Emergency Planning 

A big majority of respondents (71%) were aware of the existence of the Flood Group and the suggestions 
made have been passed on to the Group. 
  
An emergency flood plan is being produced and suggestions for what other emergencies should be 
planned for were mainly for a prolonged electricity outage, whilst others were for snow, fire, flu and extreme 
weather.  The Flood plan which is being prepared could involve residents and be extended to other risks, 
with additional contributions from public.  Action Plan: Point 11 
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How to Improve Environment Generally 

Many different and interesting suggestions were made, and there were also warning notes from many 
people – change can spoil.    
Use can be made of public gatherings to collect opinions on suggested “improvements” and gradually 
introduce those which gather support and for which volunteers can be found, or other groups used to bring 
into effect.  Action Plan: Point 12 

Standard of Public Services 

A high level of satisfaction was expressed with water, electricity and gas supplies and with refuse 
collection.  A reasonable level of satisfaction existed for street lighting, street cleaning, winter services and 
TV and Radio reception, although a quite large minority thought that street cleaning and winter services 
were poor.  Very few thought highly of Broadband and Mobile phone reception, and more people said these 
were poor than thought they were even reasonable.  Some people would like more street lighting, but many 
people would like less or none, and other would like the orange lighting to be replaced by white light.  The 
concerns about Broadband Reception are now in process of being solved, hopefully, by the promised 
introduction of Superfast Broadband.  If there is any hitch in this the comments in the Plan will be helpful 
ammunition. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Key findings from the questionnaire responses: 

 
 84% of respondents were aware of Notice boards; and 65% looked at them 
 80% of respondents have internet access at home, with 29% of people having a business or 

working in the village with a need for internet access 
 55% were aware that the Community Website <abovederwent.org.uk> existed, and 21% of those 

that visited it found it useful 
 37% would like a village newsletter bi-monthly between the issue of the Parish Magazine 
 39% would consider a village handbook useful 
 In excess of 60 people rated the Broadband service provision as poor, and 80 people rated the 

Mobile phone reception in the area as poor. 
  

Notice Boards 

Of the respondents, 84% knew where the two Notice Boards are, and 64% look at them.  There were 11 
different suggestions for information that might be put on them.  There was little enthusiasm for an 
additional Notice Board – only 13% of respondents wanting this, while 42% did not want an extra one, and 
38% had no view.  If there were to be another board the shop and the bus shelter were suggestions for its 
location, or alternatively an on-line service and the 3 pubs were mentioned.  It would seem that we should 
make the best use of the boards we have rather than take further action.  One Parish Noticeboard has 
recently been moved into the Bus Shelter. 

Internet Access 

The great majority of households (80%) have internet access, and 29% of these require the internet for 
working from home or for running their business.  Additionally there will be homes with children and 
students who need access for studying.  This highlights the importance of the criticisms of the quality of 
broadband provision, which 60 respondents rated as poor.  The Parish Council has strongly pressed for 
superfast Broadband, and this information will support the case.  There is reasonable awareness of the 
Above Derwent Community website, and 21% of respondents found it useful.  How useful it can grow to be 
depends on the level of participation from the community.  There is little appetite for having a publicly 
available computer (13%) or for a Village Face book group (19%) although one has now come into being.  
Publicly accessible WIFI would be of interest to 35%, and could be beneficial to businesses providing it. 
Parish Council should continue to monitor progress of superfast Broadband.  Residents to take up 
opportunity to contribute to Community website and to explore Face book site.  Action Plan: Points 13 & 
14 
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Mobile Phone Reception 

80 people thought reception was poor.  Keswick Town Council is monitoring reception in different areas of 
the town by use of volunteers, working with Vodaphone.  Their results, when known, will be interesting and 
may result in better provision for the wider area.  Action Plan: Point 15 

Village Newsletter and Handbook 

There was a reasonable degree of enthusiasm for a Newsletter produced between the bi-monthly parish 
paper (37%) and for a Village Handbook (39%) with many suggestions for the contents of the latter, but 
also some queries about the usefulness of the former.  Suggestions for providing this information on line 
are supported by the high level of internet access shown in the responses.  These could be explored further 
in consultation with interested residents.  Action Plan: Point 14 

Additional Meetings for Residents 

The Parish Council is obliged by law to hold an Annual Meeting in May for residents.  There are some 
formalities involved – a Report from the chairman, and viewing of the accounts.  The question asked was 
whether an additional meeting of a more informal nature was required.  30% of respondents would like this, 
22% would not and the rest were indifferent.  As two of the comments pointed out general meetings are 
well attended when there is a special topic to discuss.   The Parish Council has tended to hold more such 
meetings, and will no doubt continue to do so a need arises, or as requested.  

Further Ideas for Improvement 

A number of residents would like to be notified and reminded of up-coming events.  Information is available 
on the parish website http://www.abovederwent.org.uk  In addition, the Parish Clerk sends regular bulletins 
to all those who have provided her with their email address.  Action Plan: Point 16 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE AND HEALTH 
 
Use of community facilities and ability to get around the village can be important for people’s well-being.  In 
this village there is also quite a large proportion of elderly people, whose well-being could be marred by 
medical problems.  Some questions were asked designed to identify if there were any issues requiring 
attention. 
 

Key findings from the questionnaire responses: 

 
 27% of respondents use the Institute regularly; 69% do not 
 5% have medical issues which restrict their social life and 2% feel cut off from people 
 5% have concerns regarding medical treatment locally and 1% have difficulty obtaining 

prescriptions 
 

The Institute 

This is the largest community facility in the village, although the Church Hall is a well-used smaller meeting 
place.  Sadly 69% of residents make no use of the Institute.  The main reason given for this was the 
problem of access and this is dealt with at Action point 1.  There were however other reasons given: lack of 
interest in the events put on; not knowing about it and being busy.  There were many suggestions about the 
type of events that the respondent would be interested in, and also about how the facilities could be 
improved.  This information can be passed on to Hall Committee.  Action Plan: Point 17 

Social Life 

It is very heartening that relatively few people (5%) have medical or similar conditions which restrict their 
social life, and that 40% were positive about this, while 55% felt it did not need an answer.  It is also 
excellent that 87% of villagers have no sense of isolation; perhaps those who do will feel encouraged to 
feel they will be welcomed if they come to events. 
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Health Care 

Given the age profile of the population it is also very encouraging that very few problems show up in 
accessing medical care.  There were 13 comments on this question of which three or four indicated that a 
problem had been experienced, and others expressed some doubts about provision.  As comments were 
few and covered individual issues there is no mandate for collective action. 
 
Over 80 people took the opportunity to comment on Keswick Hospital in an overwhelmingly positive way, 
with just a few criticisms.  It was generally felt it was a great asset and to be safeguarded.  The 
Community’s appreciation could be passed on to ward off any attempts to reduce provision.  Action Plan: 
Point 18 

HOUSING 
 

Key findings from the questionnaire responses: 

 

 Out of 166 replies 8 people showed a need for a house at the moment, 19 in the next 5 years, and 
15 in the next 10 years. 

 43% of respondents feel that Planning Application Notices and existing channels of communication 
are sufficient but a sizeable minority of 25% believes they are not. 

 59% agree with the National Park Authority lobbying the Government to insist on planning approval 
before change of use from full-time residence to second home is allowed. 

 69% of the answers supported the idea of some more sheltered housing in the village, 8% were 
opposed, and the remaining 23% either gave no answer or had no opinion. 

 

Housing Needs 

Of those expressing a need for housing about half wanted to buy their home, and the remainder were fairly 
equally divided between those wanting to rent and to part-own.  Most of the demand was for 2-3 bed 
houses and bungalows, with a lesser demand for 1 or 2 bed flats. 
 
Four fifths of the houses for which a need was expressed (34 houses) were required to be affordable.   
That is not to say that 34 new houses are required, as there will be some existing affordable houses which 
become vacant over that period.  The Housing Association should be asked to provide the average 
turnover rate so that a more definitive need for future provision can be established.  Action Plan: Point 19.   
 
45 respondents preferred new development to be by in-fill, while 25 preferred the village to be extended.  
The remainder expressed no view. 
 
Following the answers to the questions, 30 additional comments were made.  Some of these revealed a 
misunderstanding:  no new housing is given planning permission in the National Park without a condition 
that it must be for local occupancy.  Most new housing is also subject to rules about it being affordable.  
There was no general consensus about the need for new housing; people expressed anxiety about the 
number of second/holiday homes, concern about building on areas likely to flood and on green space, and 
about making sure that new housing looks compatible with the rest of the village. 
 
This response does not give a mandate for any action by the Parish Council, but it gives some useful 
information about opinion in the village against which new development could be measured. 

Publicity for Planning Applications 

With regard to publicising Planning Applications, it has to be borne in mind that Government Regulations 
lay down a strict timetable for these to be decided by the planning authority – in our case the National Park.   
The NPA has to consult the Parish Council, and in turn can only give 28 days, including time for documents 
to arrive in the post, for the Parish Council to give a response.  Although the NPA can put up Notices near 
the property it is not obliged to do so.  Consideration could be given to how to get news around about this.  
Action Plan: Point 20 
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Sheltered Housing 

There is a strong majority in favour of this.  There was some concern about where it could go.  Many 
people felt that older people should not have to leave the village.  It was important that it should not be to 
the detriment of housing for young people.  The Parish Council could reasonably regard this as a mandate 
to support any proposal for this.    

Use of Existing Housing Stock 

A majority of 67% of respondents would support better use of existing housing stock to solve the shortage 
problem and only 4% were opposed.  The remainder either had no view or omitted to answer: possibly 
some of the difficulties of gaining meaningful change referred to in the additional comments made this 
seem too difficult.  A point was made that there is also a shortage of middle range housing.  The Parish 
Council should inform the National Park policy makers of the strong views of village residents.  Action 
Plan: Point 21 

Whether Planning Approval should be required to change the use of a Dwelling House to a 
Second Home or Holiday Let 

There was fair support for this (59%) although 20% were opposed.  While the idea had its attractions 
people also saw difficulties in implementing it, and some possible anomalies were pointed out.   
 
This issue would be worth further consultation with the residents if it became live again. 

 

GENERAL VIEWS OF LIFE IN BRAITHWAITE 
 
The last questions gave people an opportunity to express their views in an open-ended way on what they 
thought was good about life in Braithwaite, what was bad, and what topics they would like to have been 
asked about.  There were many positive comments about life here, with people regarding it as a friendly, 
helpful, caring and welcoming community, with a lot of life and activity.  Its position being both near Keswick 
but also close to the fells was appreciated, as also its institutions.  On the negative side many comments 
were traffic related : volume, speed, condition of roads, parking & safety issues.  The danger of flooding 
was mentioned, and the lack of affordable housing, and facilities for young people.  The full list of 
comments, and suggestions about other issues which could have been part of the Questionnaire, are set 
out in Appendix 1 of the copy of this Compact Report on the website, and in Section 7 on pages 48/49 of 
the Report on the Braithwaite Village Questionnaire - Unabridged Draft both of which documents can be 
found on the parish website http://www.abovederwent.org.uk  by selecting “Community Plan” and then 
“Documents”. 
 
A few of these suggested issues are already covered in the other paragraphs in this Report.  The rest throw 
up an interesting mixture of topics, many of which are worth further discussion.  Residents could arrange 
meetings to discuss some of these topics, and publicise to the community what the outcome of the 
discussions was.  Action Plan: Point 12.   
 

http://www.abovederwent.org.uk/
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 BRAITHWAITE VILLAGE  ACTION PLAN  2015 
  

 Action Timescale Owner Update / Progress.   

 ROADS, TRAFFIC & PARKING   

1 A66 
(a)  Parish Council to arrange meetings with Highways 
Agency, and including public, to discuss improving 
safety of A66, accessibility of Institute, and 
suggestions for improving exits and entrances 
(including potential road and road furniture changes, 
signs and road markings.)    
 
(b)  Parish Council to make known to Highways 
Agency views of residents expressed at a public 
village meeting on 8 January 2015 and in particular to 
request a written explanation of why a reduction in the 
speed limit on A66 where it bypasses villages 
appeared to be ruled out. 
 

on going 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 – 6 
months 

Parish 
Council, 
Highways 
Agency 

   
1(a)   Parish Council is still liaising with Highways Agency 
about safety proposals.  Funding is available for work to be 
done in 2015/2016 and details of final design are awaited (as 
at April 2015) and Highways Agency will present them to 
Parish Council and public before work starts. 
 
 
1(b)  Parish Council to continue to request written explanation 
for Highway Agency’s unwillingness to agree speed limit 
reduction on A66, so a record can be kept of reasons. 
 
 
 

2 
  

County Roads & Reporting Highways Faults 
All residents to be made aware of the Highways 
Hotline reporting system for road issues.  In particular 
more detailed information to be put on Parish Council 
section of Above Derwent website 
(www.abovederwent.org.uk)  
AND on parish noticeboards  
AND circulated in paper form with parish magazines.  
 
 
Reporting Highway Faults 
Individuals in village are encouraged to report highway 
faults themselves, and monitor outcome on Highways 
Hotline website.   If this does not produce results 
problem to be passed on to Clerk. 

 
0-6 months 
 
 
 
 
 
May/June 
2015 
 
 
Ongoing 

 
Parish 
Council 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Magazine 
Distributors 
 
Residents 
and in case 
of difficulty 
the Clerk 

 
Links to report faults can be found on the Home page of the 
website. April 2015. 
 
 
 
A sheet of contact details for reporting all faults will be put on 
the parish noticeboard in the village, and circulated with the 
Benefice News. 
 
 
See above 

http://www.abovederwent.org.uk/
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3 Parking (illegal, inconsiderate, yellow lines, additional areas for) 

& 
Speed Limits (possible reduction in village) 
 

(a) Parish Council to note request from the village 
meeting held on 8.1.15 that the topics related to 
parking and speeding should be discussed at the 
Annual Parish Meeting on 15.4.15.   Proposals from 
village meeting on these topics to be noted. 
 
(b) Clerk to draft a suitable letter to ask people not to 
park inconsiderately and this to be available in village 
shop. 

 
  
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
0 – 3 
months 

 
 
 
 
Parish 
Council 
Parish Clerk 
Residents 
 
 
Clerk 
Residents 

 
 
 
 
3(a)  Parking & Speeding were on Agenda for APM on 
15.4.15.  In relation to Speeding, County Highways advised 
that 20 mph limits were in force in 3 villages in Allerdale.  
Parish Council will maintain dialogue with CH re road safety.  
 
 
3(b)  Letter re inconsiderate parking available at Village Shop 
from April 2015.  Residents to collect and use where 
appropriate. 
 

 THE VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT   

4 Overhead Wires 
In view of high level of support for undergrounding 
electricity and telephone overhead wires (70%) and 
low level of opposition (8%) Parish Council has 
mandate to pursue this. 
 

 
Long term 
 
  

 
Parish 
Council 

 

Even supporters recognised the practical and financial 
difficulties.  Parish Council to maintain as long term aim to be 
pursued as and when opportunity arises. 

5 Public Areas - Verges and minor matters 
(a)  Cutting of verges to be continued by those who 
have volunteered 
 
 
(b)   Hedges and tidiness and reportable faults – 
Residents to acknowledge responsibility for their 
boundaries, and to keep hedges cut, and report faults 
as appropriate. 
 
 
(c)  Litter – existing WI Litter picking group to be 
supplemented by new volunteers from Plan 
Questionnaire 
 

 
On-going 
 
 
 
On-going 
 
 
 
 
 
0 – 6 
months 

 
Parish 
Council & 
Volunteers 
 
Residents 
 

 
(a)  Anyone wishing to volunteer to contact Clerk who will 
liaise with Councillor managing this. 
 
 
(b) For reportable faults see Action Point 2 
 
 
 
 
 
(c ) Completion hoped for June 

 
6 

Street Name signs 
History Group and residents who had indicated 

0 – 9 
months 

History 
Group and 

Former names of streets and other features have been 
passed to History Group who will pursue this.   Offers of help 
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 interest in this to be put in touch to draw up a 
suggestions list. 

local 
residents 

or more info about names could please be sent to 
mwendyscott@btopenworld.com. 
Names suggested so far are :  The Puddle, Duck Street, 
Skittery Lonnen, Howe Lonnen, Sheepshank Gate, Feritty 
Lane,  Bull House Yard. 
 
 

7 Drainage & Water 
(a) Parish Council to continue to work with County 
Highways to establish a map of all drains within 
village, and highlight problem areas. 
 
(b)  Parish council to continue to liaise with National 
Trust relating to flooding of roads from culverts. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
(c)  Individual Residents to report problems to 
Highways Hotline and if no result to inform Parish 
Clerk 

 
on-going 
 
 
 
on-going 
 
 
 
on-going 

 
Parish 
Council 
Parish Clerk 
 
ditto 
 
 
 
Residents 

 
(a)  Following a successful campaign for drain clearing, Parish 
Clerk to maintain a collection of maps and plans and information 
about location of drains, sewers, water supply pipes etc. to enable 
close monitoring of problems. 
 
(b)  Continue to work with National Trust on drainage problems 
particularly below Coledale Inn and near Puddle, and near Chapel. 
 
 
( c) See link on website re reporting faults (Action Point 2) 

8 
  
 

Dog Bins  
To Note : Allerdale’s Policy is that all bins are both for 
dog waste and ordinary waste. 
Sufficiency of bins to be reviewed after new ones have 
been installed for 6 months. 
 
Information to be published about how to report 
overflowing bins 

  
 
 
0-12 
months 

  
 
Parish 
Council with 
Residents. 
Parish Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Link on website and see Action Point 2.  
 

9 
  
  

Footpaths/Pavements 
To pursue with Highways Agency possible pavement 
from A66 towards School as a matter of urgency, and 
footpath along A66 to link the two entrances to the 
village  

 
0-12 
months 

 
Parish 
Council 

 
Focus to be on these 2 areas as no new suggestions from 
Village Meeting.   This scheme is being actively considered 
by County Highways and Parish Council will monitor.     

 
10 

Hydro Electric Project 
Residents who had expressed an interest in this to be 
put in touch with each other to investigate the 
feasibility of a project, and report to Parish Council. 

  
 
On-going 

  
Parish Clerk 
Residents 

 
Group has met.  Any one else interested contact Clerk to be 
put in touch. Clerk@abovederwent.org.uk 
 

  
11 

Flooding 
Flood Group to lobby for regular clearing out of the 
gravel trap on Coledale Beck; similarly for surface 

 
On-going 

 
Flood group 
with support 

 
Up to date information is to be found on Flood Group section of the 
Parish website (www.abovederwent.org.uk) under the tab “Local 
Organisations”. 

mailto:mwendyscott@btopenworld.com
http://www.abovederwent.org.uk/
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water drainage culverts; to have removed fallen trees; 
to source and make available “sand bags”; to 
disseminate information including the publishing of an 
emergency plan. 
 

of Parish 
Council and 
residents 

  

  
12 

  
Discussion Group 
Two discussion groups had been suggested : one to 
discuss minor village improvements and one to 
discuss wider long-term issues.   Instead, one group 
to set itself up to discuss any issues of interest to 
members and pass on suggestions to Parish Council. 
Residents indicating interest to be put in touch with 
each other. 
 

 
 
ongoing 

 
 
Interested 
Residents 
 
  

 
 
Contact list has been circulated. 

 COMMUNICATIONS IN THE VILLAGE    

  
13 
 

Broadband 
Monitor progress of superfast Broadband and keep 
residents up to date via Parish Website. 

  
Ongoing 
 
 

 
Parish 
Council 
 
 

 
The expectation is higher speeds will be obtained by late 
2015.  Information is updated regularly on the Parish 
Website.  www.abovederwent.org.uk 

  
14 

Parish Website 
View and contribute to Parish Website. If you wish to 
add articles or notice of events or other information 
(subject to editorial approval) please click the Menu 
Item "Submit Content" on the side of the Home Page 
and follow the instructions.   

 
Ongoing 

 
Residents 
 
  

 

  
15 

Mobile phones 
Liaise with Keswick Town Council regarding Mobile 
Phone reception 

0 – 12 
months 

Parish 
Council 

 

  
16 

Receiving information by email 
Provide email address to Parish Clerk in order to 
receive Parish Council “alerts”.  Keep non internet 
residents advised as a good neighbour.  
 

on-going Residents  
Clerk has extensive list – to join send your address to  
clerk@abovederwent.org.uk 

 COMMUNITY LIFE AND HEALTH    

  
17 

Institute 
Pass on comments about Institute to Committee 

 
0-3 months 

 
Plan writers 

 
Done 
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18 

Keswick Hospital 
Pass on appreciation about Keswick Hospital 

 
0-3 months 

 
Plan writers 

 
Done 
 

 HOUSING    

19 Housing Need 
Request housing turnover rates from Housing 
Association 

0 – 12 
months 

Parish 
Council 

 

  
20 

Information about Planning Applications   
(a) Information about how Planning System works and 
how to access information on National Park Website 
to be available on Parish website. 
 
(b) Residents to note timetable of meetings (on 
website and parish noticeboards) and monitor either of 
these for Meeting Agendas which contain current 
Planning Applications. 
 
(c) Councillors to continue to draw attention of 
neighbours to Planning Applications which might 
affect them 
 

  
 
0-6 months 
 
 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
on-going 

  
 
Parish Clerk 
 
 
Residents 
 
 
 
 
Parish 
Council 

  
 
 
 
 

  
21 

Housing Strategies – including affordable housing 
Information about Residents’ views on housing 
strategies to be passed on to National Park. 
 

0-6 months Parish 
Council 

59% of respondents supported policy to require change of 
use for second homes; more people preferred new housing to 
be infill. 

 
 
  
 
PART II of the questionnaire dealt with more social and practical matters.    As a result some groups have been or are being formed, and details of who to 
contact will be put up on the Parish Noticeboard in the Bus Shelter : 
 
Looking after Verges; Bridge Club; Book Club;  Hydro Scheme investigation;  Youth Activities;  Friends of Braithwaite Common; Litter Picking;  
Dancing;  Walking;  Gardening;  Discussion Group. 

  


