
ABOVE DERWENT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
Chairman’s  Report 2019 
 
I am pleased to present my annual report of the work undertaken 
by the Above Derwent Parish Council during the past year. 
 
Once again it has been a busy year with some significant events 
and consultations together with our normal routine work. 
 
 
Flood Prevention Works 
 
I am frustrated to have to report that little or no progress has 
been made regarding flood prevention works, particularly in 
Braithwaite.   The Environment Agency was tasked, as part of a 
costly pilot study, with finding long term solutions.  After lots of 
studies, mapping exercises and meetings, they have come forward 
with three possible solutions regarding flooding in Braithwaite, 
and indeed the A66.  The first proposed solution was to build a 
dam, or series of dams, along the Coledale Beck. That idea was 
soon set aside because there would be little chance of securing the 
necessary funding even though it would, without doubt, give the 
best level of protection.  Secondly, they have come forward with a 
scheme to raise the banks of the beck as it passes through the 
village with a possible combination of stone, glass or earth walls.  
This idea has been discussed with residents, and generally there is 
a lot of scepticism about how effective it would be, and the 
proposal raised concern about the visual impact of these walls, 
and apparently there is no guarantee that such works would 
prevent future flooding.  Further design considerations have now 
been tabled, which would mean that the walls could be lower, but 
Low Bridge would have to be replaced.  Importantly, any 
proposed works would need to gain the approval of Highways 
England, as they would be providing a large proportion of the 
funding, but they will only provide that funding if the proposed 
works prevent the A66 from flooding.  The EA have clearly stated 



that this proposal will not give a 100% guarantee of preventing 
future flooding - it will just reduce the risk.  There is also another 
important issue that this proposal does not address, and that is 
how water from low lying areas in the village is going to be 
drained away, as the beck water level will be too high for water to 
flow by gravity into the beck from the low lying areas.  
The third proposal from EA incidentally was to do nothing. 
 
I am firmly of the opinion that this whole issue needs a 
fundamental rethink, and a much more pragmatic approach, but 
something needs to happen soon or there is a serious risk that a 
further flooding disaster will occur.  
 
 
Highways   
 
I am pleased to report that significant improvements have been 
made to the roads in parts of our parish.  The Whinlatter Road has 
been repaired following the storm Desmond damage, and 
hopefully will withstand future flood situations ( albeit there are 
some technical issues, on which the Parish Council is seeking 
improvements.)    The road through Braitwaite village has been 
resurfaced along with the road from Braithwaite to Woodend 
through Thornthwaite.  Not only have we now got nice level and 
smooth road surfaces, we have benefitted from improvements and 
additions to the drainage system. Well done Cumbria CC 
Highways.   The Parish Council continue to be in discussion with 
highways about the condition of other roads in the parish, 
particularly the road down Newlands Valley.  
 
Lengthsman  
 
The Parish Council continues to engage the services of a 
lengthsmans and we continue to receive favorable comments 
about the work which he carries out.  One problem is that the 
parish is a large geographical area, and it is difficult for him to 
cover the whole parish in the number of hours that we employ 
him.  However, he makes significant improvement in ensuring that 



drains and gullies are kept clear and functioning correctly.    I am 
sure that you will agree that he made a really good job of cutting 
the grass last summer at the entrances into the villages off the 
A66, this is something a lot of parishioners would want to see 
continue, as it creates a favorable impression when entering the 
villages. 
 
Highways England A66 
 
Phase 2 of the safety improvement works has recently been 
completed at, and near, the junction into Thornthwaite.  The 
Parish Council were very disappointed to discover that these new 
works do not include the provision of central islands, which would 
provide protection, and prevent overtaking at the junction.  The 
PC has written to Highways England pointing out that we consider 
there is now a very serious safety issue.   Arguably the situation is 
worse than it was before they undertook the latest phase of work. 
Lots of people are reporting to us incidents of near misses, and of 
motorist overtaking on the double white lines.   It is disappointing 
to advise you that Highways England has responded, stating that 
they do not consider that there is a problem, and will not be 
installing central bollards.  The PC will continue to pursue this 
matter until improvements are made. 
We have also been consulted by Highways England regarding the 
development plan to create an off road footpath / cycle way along 
the side of Bassenthwaite Lake from Dubwath  to Powter Howe.  
This is part of an overall plan to create an off road facility 
connecting Cockermouth to Keswick.  The Parish Council gave 
their support to the phase of work alongside Bassenthwaite Lake, 
but do have concerns regarding the route of the path from the 
edge of the lake through, or around, Powter Howe.  Further 
discussions with LDNPA are planned regarding this issue, and we 
will ensure that local residents views are taken into consideration. 
There is then the task of finding a route from Powter Howe to 
Braithwate .     
Regarding public footpaths we are aware, and concerned, that 
LDNPA will push ahead with an idea, which they have adopted 
elsewhere, of changing the status of public footpaths into 



bridleways thus allowing cyclists to use these paths.   It is my 
opinion that the PC should oppose that proposal should it occur. 
 
Parking 
 
The issue of parking, particularly in Portinscale, but also in 
Braithwaite at times, is of major concern.  There are times during 
the summer months when Portinscale village, and the 
surrounding roads become grid locked, and this is largely due to 
the fact that there are no public car parks available.   The situation 
has become so bad that the Parish Council has requested Cumbria 
CC Highways to consider the implementation of parking 
restrictions in the village, particularly at pinch points, and where 
parked vehicle create a road safety issue.  Highways have 
responded by drafting some proposed roadside parking 
restrictions, on which they have consulted village residents, and 
eventually these proposals will form part of a Traffic Regulation 
Order.  The Parish Council were aware that such proposals would 
not meet everyone’s agreement, and in fact there were some very 
serious concerns raised.  The PC facilitated on-site meetings with 
some residents and business owners, and a good understanding of 
the concerns was established.  Importantly the Parish Council in 
it’s response to the consultation asked that no parking restrictions 
should be put in place until some alternative car parking facility 
can be established.   The Parish Council is now in the process of 
setting up a working group, comprising of residents and land 
owners to explore where car parking can be established, and this 
will need to be done in conjunction with the National Park and 
Cumbria CC Highways. 
 
LDNPA Local Plan Review 
 
The Local Plan Review process has been, without doubt, one of the 
major issues which we have concerned ourselves with during the 
past year.   From the outset my concerns regarding this matter  
were that the whole process was flawed due to the documentation 
being far too large and unwieldy, and in many instances 
contradictory. In theory the whole idea was to get public 



engagement and response. It has been difficult from the outset to 
make residents realize and understand what the process was 
about, and how it might affect them.  The PC delivered flyers to 
each household in the parish, and then arranged for the Chief 
Executive of the National Park Authority to attend one of its 
meetings to explain what the intentions were, and to answer 
questions from members of the public.  Without going into too 
much detail, it is my opinion that this meeting did not achieve 
what it set out to do, and left people annoyed, concerned and 
anxious.   However, it did spur people and groups into action. 
 
I will now refer you to the introductory paragraph from the 
LDNPA web site regarding the Local Plan Review 
 
A Local Plan is a set of policies used to inform decisions on planning 
applications and appeals, and a local planning authority should 
review its Local Plan at regular intervals to assess whether some or 
all of it may need updating. When adopted, the plan will play an 
important role in shaping our future - how our towns and villages 
develop, protecting and enhancing our natural environment, 
developing our local economy, improving leisure and visitor 
facilities and supporting more sustainable forms of travel. 
 
The documentation contained a whole raft of issues, which could, 
and will impact on our parish community if fully implemented.  
The major driving force seems to revolve round attracting and 
facilitating more visitors.  The creation of show case areas, and 
major developments at Whinlatter would, and will, without doubt 
have a major impact on the environment, and in my view go 
strongly against the underlying principle of what the National 
Parks were created for, i.e. to conserve, preserve and enhance the 
natural environment, and also to preserve the existing way of life 
and support local communities.  It says nothing about setting 
aside those basic principles to facilitate more visitors.   In our 
parish the draft plan contained, in particular, two matters, which 
were of great concern.  One, the creation of a Gondola from 
Thornthwaite to Whinlatter, which we were told was to provide a 
sustainable form of transport to overcome the issues of traffic 



through the Narrows in Braithwaite, and secondly the proposed 
major new developments at Whinlatter.   The Parish Council 
opposed these ideas, and thankfully a local action group did 
sterling work, which has resulted in the draft plan being revised to 
omit the gondola proposal.  The draft plan now includes a 
requirement for a development plan at Whinlatter, and the local 
community will be part of  the development team.  These are quite 
big concessions, but there is much more work to be done.  One of 
my concerns is that the LDNPA were, and are, members of the 
development group at Whinlatter, and I will support any action to 
have them removed from that group.   It is, in my view, a clear 
case of conflict of interest, poacher / gamekeeper comes to mind.  
How can their planning department consider a planning 
application from Whinlatter, in an unfettered manner, when they 
are part of the development group submitting the application?   
We will all need to be vigilant and take action when, and where, 
needed.  There is still an opportunity to respond to the final 
version of the plan; visit the National Park web site for details. 
 
News 
 
It always nice to conclude a report such as this with a bit good 
news.  After what seems like a lifetime of applying pressure on 
Cumbria CC they have finally got round to installing the bus stop 
sign near the road end to Ladstock. 
 
Council Members and staff 
 
This year has seen one or two changes in the make up of the 
council.   Sadly we lost the services of Councilors Kemp and 
Barnes, and I wish to thank them for their good work and wish 
them well. I am pleased to report that we have been joined by 
John Cook, who will be a great asset with his local knowledge and 
experience.  
Following Councilor Kemps resignation, we needed to find a 
replacement Vice Chair, and I am pleased to report that Councilor 
Joy Pemberton – Pigott  agreed to take on the role, thank you Joy.  



This year all councilors stood down and needed to seek re 
election, and we have been advised that only seven have done so 
leaving us with four vacancies.  Therefore, if anyone would like to 
consider being co-opted on to the council please either contact 
myself or our clerk, Rachael Kelly.   We would very much like to 
fill all the vacancies to ensure that we can continue to be a 
responsive and effective council. 
 
I would like to thank all those who have decided to continue as 
councilors, and also to thank those who have decided not to seek 
re-election, for all their hard work and dedication.  I would like to 
mention in particular one councilor who has decided not to seek 
re-election, Councilor Joe Bennett.  Joe has served on the council 
for 37 years, and for a lot of that time acting as chair or vice chair. 
Joe you will be greatly missed and the community owes you a 
great debt of gratitude. I, for one, have benefitted from your sound 
advice and support, and your local knowledge has been 
invaluable. 
Our council continue to have representation on the Lake District 
National Park Authority and on CALC (Cumbria Association of 
Local Councils), and we are grateful to them for their hard work 
and support.  Finally, I would like to express my thanks to our 
Clerk, Rachael Kelly.   She is a very efficient and hard working 
person, and I greatly appreciate her help and support.  
 
Richard Kealey – Chair Above Derwent Parish Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


